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(Counter-clockwise  from  top)  Screenshots  from  the  films  “Young  Americans,”  “The  Heroes  of  Arvine 
Place,”  “Love  At  First  Sight,”  “The  Incident(s)  at  Paradise  Bay,”  and  “The  Spectacular  Now.” 


Red  carpet  and  rising  stars  to  make  an  apperance 
at  GC  during  the  first  Milledgeville  Film  Festival 


Taylor  Hembree  and  Mark  Watkins 

CONTRIBUTING  AND  SENIOR  REPORTER 

Ok,  so  by  now  you’ve  heard  of  the  film  fes¬ 
tivals  in  Cannes  and  Toronto  and  maybe  even 
London,  but  chances  are  you  haven’t  heard  that 
Georgia  College  will  host  the  first  Milledgeville 
Film  Festival  starting  April  25 

If  you’re  not  familiar,  film  festivals  are  ba¬ 
sically  like  big  screening  parties  for  films  that 
haven’t  been  released  to  “audiences  every¬ 
where.”  It’s  a  chance  for  young  and/or  inde¬ 
pendent  filmmakers  to  have  their  works  seen  by 
influential  names  in  the  film  industry  in  hopes 
of  a  distribution  deal. 

The  Milledgeville  festival  will  draw  a  num¬ 
ber  of  rising  celebrities  and  film  industry  ma- 
vins,  and,  yes,  there  will  be  a  red  carpet. 

Ten  films  will  be  shown  at  the  event  and 
individual  screening  tickets  will  be  $3  each. 
There  will  also  be  talks,  Q&As  with  directors, 
workshops,  keynote  speeches  and  after-parties. 

Despite  being  the  debut  year  for  the  festival, 
there  was  no  shortage  of  applications. 


“We  had  a  40  percent  acceptance  rate,  which 
is  extraordinary  for  the  first  time,”  Amy  Pinney, 
a  board  member  for  the  festival  and  theatre  pro¬ 
fessor  at  GC,  said. 

The  board  fielded  submissions  from  across 
the  world,  and,  but  only  10  of  the  films  were  se¬ 
lected.  The  college  and  community  have  worked 
together  to  make  this  experience  come  to  life. 

“We’re  really  excited  that  Georgia  College 
is  partnering  with  us;  we’re  showing  the  films 
primarily  in  [Arts  &  Sciences],  and  there  is  a 
showing  at  the  Greenway  as  well,”  Pinney  said. 

Aside  from  bringing  the  red  carpet  to  campus 
for  a  weekend,  festival  planners  also  hope  to 
show  off  Milledgeville  to  potential  filmmakers. 

Pinney  describes  Milledgeville  as  “a  prime 
film  location;  we’re  close  enough  to  Atlanta, 
and  you  can  get  so  many  different  looks  in  such 
a  short  distance.”  Not  only  is  the  board  working 
on  showing  the  location  off,  but  also  bringing 
in  prime-time  actors  to  teach  students  how  the 
industry  really  works,  namely  the  keynote 

Film  Fest  page  2 


“We’re  really  excited  that 
Georgia  College  is  partner¬ 
ing  with  us;  we’re  showing 
the  films  primarily  in  [Arts 
&  Sciences],  and  there  is  a 
showing  at  the  Greenway 
as  well. 


Amy  Pinney, 
GC  theatre  professor 


(Counter-clockwise  from  top)  Screenshots  from  the  films  “The 
Beginning  and  the  End,”  “Sound  of  Doubt,”  “Freeze,”  “Blood 
Brother,”  (small  left)  “Rose,  Mary  and  Time,”  (small  right)  “The 
One  Who  Loves  You,”  and  “The  Wingman,” 


Bike  path  to  unite 
West,  Main  Campus 


Courtesy  of  Jim  Lidstone 

A  map  of  the  proposed  trail  color  codes  the  stages  of  construction.  Phase  I  is  marked  in 
orange  and  the  progession  continues  left.The  end  goal  is  for  the  trail  to  stretch  to  Macon. 


Alexis  Haggerty 
Contributing  Reporter 

Many  healthy-living  advocates  are 
hard  at  work  constructing  a  multi-use 
trail  that  will  give  hundreds  of  stu¬ 
dents  an  alternative  route  to  school 
by  connecting  the  Oconee  Greenway 
to  West  Campus. 

This  ambitious  project,  named  the 
Fishing  Creek  Community  Trail,  will 
eventually  provide  the  Milledgeville 
community  with  a  9.36-mile  paved 
path  for  biking  and  walking.  This  trail 
will  extend  off  the  Oconee  Greenway, 
follow  Fishing  Creek  near  the  eastern 
side  of  town  and  then  turn  to  reach  the 
student-residential  complex  on  West 
Campus.  There  are  also  future  plans 
for  this  path  to  connect  Milledgeville 
and  Macon. 

The  idea  for  the  trail  began  in 
2009  with  an  application  to  the  Rob¬ 
ert  Wood  Johnson  Foundation  and 
“Healthy  Kids,  Healthy  Communi¬ 
ties”  project.  The  Fishing  Creek  Com¬ 
munity  Trail  was  the  centerpiece  of 
the  grant  submission. 

The  question  of  how  to  connect 
West  Campus  to  the  rest  of  the  Geor¬ 
gia  College  community  has  been  pon¬ 
dered  since  the  development  of  the 


alternate  campus  in  2004.  The  loca¬ 
tion  of  West  Campus  leaves  it  cut  off 
by  three  state  highways,  which  makes 
it  less  than  pedestrian  friendly.  A  few 
options  have  been  presented  over  the 
years,  but  the  most  economical  option 
was  to  construct  this  multi-purpose 
path  along  Fishing  Creek  because  of 
existing  infrastructure. 

“It  finally  just  hit  somebody  that 
the  441  bypass  already  crosses  Fish¬ 
ing  Creek.  There  is  already  an  exist¬ 
ing  bridge,  and  there  is  enough  room 
under  the  bridge  on  either  side  of  the 
street  to  allow  for  a  trail  to  be  built 
through  there,”  Adam  Heagy,  retail 
and  service  manager  at  Oconee  Out¬ 
fitters,  said. 

The  construction  of  this  trail  is 
welcomed  by  GC  students,  whether 
they  live  at  The  Village  or  not. 

“I  would  use  it  to  ride  to  the  gym,” 
Leigh  Benson,  a  senior  biology  ma¬ 
jor  who  lives  on  main  campus,  said. 
“Because  a  lot  of  times  I  have  thought 
about  running  to  the  gym,  but  it’s  just 
not  safe.” 

Fishing  Creek  Community  Trail 
is  comprised  of  multiple  phases  that 
will  be  created  as  additional  funding 
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On  the  ground,  in  the 
rubble,  with  the  people 

Idistory  professor  travels  to  Ukraine  over  Spring  Break 


William  Risch 
Guest  Contributor 

I  arrived  in  Ukraine’s  capitol,  Kiev, 
on  March  1 5,  the  beginning  of  Spring 
Break.  My  original  hopes  to  visit 
Crimea  and  interview  Euromaidan 
activists  was  already  over.  While  the 
captiol’s  main  railroad  station,  just 
across  the  block  from  me,  had  trains 
running  every  day,  the  news  featured 
horrifying  stories  of  activists,  priests 
and  journalists  being  kidnapped,  ar¬ 
rested  and  sometimes  tortured  by 
Crimean  “self-defense”  units  (made 
up  partly  of  pro-Yanukovych  police 
who’d  fled  Kiev),  Cossacks  from  Rus¬ 
sia  or  even  Russian  special  forces. 

Meanwhile,  in  eastern  Ukraine, 
my  friend  and  fellow  historian  left 
Donetsk  with  his  wife,  fearing  that 
the  Russians  were  about  to  invade. 
They  left  their  son  with  his  Russian 
mother-in-law  and  came  to  Kiev. 

Both  planned  to  sign  up  for  the 
National  Guard,  a  new  military  force 
organized  by  the  Ukrainian  govern¬ 
ment  to  prevent  a  possible  Russian 
invasion  of  Ukraine’s  east  and  south. 

I  decided  to  stay  in  the  capitol  and 
interview  people  who  witnessed  the 
violent  clashes  with  police  forces  that 
have  made  the  front  page  of  newspa¬ 
pers  worldwide  and  left  more  than 
1 00  protesters  dead  and  something 
like  300  activists  missing  (and  pre¬ 
sumed  dead). 

On  my  first  full  day  in  Kiev,  I  paid 
respects  to  those  that  lost  their  lives. 
Close  to  100  had  died  in  fighting  on 
Instytutska  Street  which  runs  down 
to  Independence  Square  (commonly 
known  as  the  Maidan),  the  site  of  the 
Euromaidan  protest  camp.  Makeshift 
memorials  lined  the  street,  marking 


Courtesy  of  William  Risch 

Flowers  in  remembrance  of  fallen  Ukranians  lay  on  barricades  on  Instytutska  Street. 


where  people  had  died. 

It  was  Sunday,  and  hundreds  of 
people  were  passing  by  to  lay  flowers 
and  candles,  read  tributes  and  some¬ 
times  cry.  One  of  the  1 00  or  so  dead 
-  referred  to  as  the  Heavenly  Hundred 
in  the  media  -  was  a  history  major 
at  Lviv  National  University  when  I 
worked  there.  I  still  have  a  notebook 
where  he  left  his  email  and  cell  phone 
for  a  student  debate  some  friends  and 
I  had  put  together  in  December  2003. 
He  was  shot  by  snipers  on  Feb.  20. 

The  circumstances  of  the  shoot¬ 
ing  still  are  not  clear.  I  couldn’t  find 
a  spot  marking  where  he  died,  so  I 
laid  flowers  where  another  victim  had 
been  shot  and  killed. 

More  than  a  month  after  the  regime 
of  Viktor  Yanukovych  had  been  over¬ 
thrown,  I  could  still  feel  the  impact  of 
the  violence  on  Kievans,  especially 
those  still  camped  at  the  Maidan. 
One  22-year-old  man  wearing  mili¬ 
tary  camouflage  said  he  didn’t  want 


Courtesy  of  William  Risch 
Right  Sector  guards  stand  outside  a 
store  taken  over  by  their  organization. 


to  remember  what  had  happened  in 
January  and  February,  but  older  men 
in  his  tent,  Afghan  veterans,  and  the 
tent’s  elderly  cook,  couldn’t  stop  talk 
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News  Flash 

Coverdell  Chair  Public 
Policy  Colloquium 

The  Coverdell  Chair  Public  Policy  Col¬ 
loquium  Lecture  “Republican  Party- A 
View  From  Inside”  will  be  held  on  April 
3  from  3-4:30p.m.  in  Magnolia  Ballroom. 
The  lecture  focus  on  a  variety  of  differ¬ 
ent  public  policy  issues. 


Quotable 


“When  we  choose 

r  songs  for  shows,  we  definitely  choose  people  ' 
who  are  popular  like  Gavin  DeGraw  and  Lorde] 
and  just  try  to  make  it  our  own.” 

-Crystal  Pratt, 

Harvest  Moon  memeber 

See  Leisure 
on  page  7 
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n  the  space  above 


Emily  Buckingham 
Editorial  Columnist 

Chances  are  that  if  you  ask 
an  Australian  about  their  capi¬ 
tal,  Canberra,  they’ll  tell  you  it 
doesn’t  have  much  going  for  it. 
They  say  that  the  only  people 
who  live  in  Canberra  are  gov¬ 
ernment  employees  or  students. 
The  city  lacks  that  certain 
spark,  they  say,  but  I  couldn’t 
disagree  more.  Canberra  is  full 
of  its  own  life  and  culture.  It  is 
the  center  of  Australian  power. 
The  city  and  its  people  strive  to 
shape  the  future  of  the  coun¬ 
try  while  preserving  its  past. 
Museums  and  government 
buildings  line  streets.  Anyone 
who  says  there’s  nothing  to  do 
in  Canberra  just  isn’t  looking 
hard  enough. 

Along  with  Canberra’s  nor¬ 
mal  hustle  and  bustle,  the  city 
hosts  several  festivals  every 
March.  Last  week  was  the  peak 
of  the  festivities  with  the  annu¬ 
al  hot  air  balloon  festival.  Now, 
I  have  always  wanted  to  go  on 
a  hot  air  balloon  ride.  It’s  been 
sitting  on  my  bucket  list  for  a 
few  years  now.  So  as  soon  as 
tickets  went  on  sale,  my  friends 
and  I  scrambled  to  get  ours. 

Our  day  started  bright  and 
early  at  5  a.m.  Even  with  ex¬ 
citement  coursing  through  my 
veins,  pulling  myself  out  of 
bed  was  tough.  Nonetheless  I 
hauled  myself  out  of  bed,  ate  a 
piece  of  toast  and  made  my  way 
to  the  takeoff  site.  Once  we  got 
there,  we  met  our  pilot,  and  he 
showed  us  how  to  prepare  our 
balloon.  He  put  us  in  charge  of 
unraveling  and  stretching  out 
the  canvas.  Now  I’m  not  one 
of  those  weird  morning  people, 
so  naturally  I  was  a  bit  groggy 
as  I  worked. 

Next  we  watched  as  the  pi¬ 
lot  tipped  the  basket  on  its  side, 
pointed  an  industrial  fan  at  the 
balloon,  and  basically  took  a 
flamethrower  to  it.  At  least, 


that’s  what  it  looked  like  in  my 
hazy  state.  Within  a  couple  of 
minutes,  our  balloon  was  in¬ 
flated  and  ready  to  go.  One  by 
one  we  climbed  into  the  pad¬ 
ded  basket.  Surprisingly,  it  was 
both  comfortable  and  spacious. 
We  all  settled  in  while  the  pilot 
did  a  final  check  before  push¬ 
ing  off. 

As  the  basket  lifted  off 
the  ground,  I  felt  my  groggi¬ 
ness  fly  away  from  me,  light 
as  a  feather.  I  went  from  tired 
and  cranky  to  euphoric  in  ap¬ 
proximately  two  seconds.  As 
we  ascended,  I  could  see  that 
the  sun  had  made  its  way  over 
the  dark  mountains  and  set  the 
sky  ablaze  with  pink,  yellow 
and  orange.  The  brilliant  colors 
glimmered  across  Canberra  as 
we  continued  to  climb.  Seeing 
the  other  balloons,  each  with 
its  own  design  and  color,  is 
what  really  made  it  spectacu¬ 
lar.  All  around  us  they  dipped 
and  soared.  Some  even  would 


go  down  and  touch  the  lake  be¬ 
fore  ascending  again.  I  felt  like 
I  had  wandered  into  some  sort 
of  spin  off  of  the  movie  “Up.” 

I  could  see  all  of  Canberra. 
I  saw  the  lake  filled  with  early 
morning  rowers.  I  saw  the  dis¬ 
tant  mountains  glowing  red  in 
the  sun.  I  saw  men  and  women 
making  their  way  to  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  house  with  their  coffees 
in  hand.  And  I  saw  kangaroos 
lazily  graze  in  the  park.  I  felt 
like  a  giant  looking  down  on 
a  kingdom.  It  has  been  years 
since  I  have  felt  so  at  peace. 

Unfortunately  our  time  in 
the  sky  came  to  an  end.  After 
a  rather  rough  landing  during 
which  I  was  severely  concerned 
we  were  about  to  topple  over, 
we  helped  roll  up  the  canvas 
before  being  escorted  back  to 
our  original  starting  point.  One 
by  one,  I  watched  each  balloon 
return  to  the  earth  and  the  beau¬ 
tiful  canvases  crumple.  I  was 
sad  to  see  it  all  end. 


Film  Fest 

Continued  from  page  7... 

speaker:  Stevie  Lynn  Jones,  who  plays  Beth 
Ann  Gibson  in  Crisis  on  NBC. 

Along  with  young  hosts  and  stars,  industry 
professionals  will  provide  feedback  during  panel 
discussions. 

Although  planning  the  festival  has  been  the 
work  of  many,  the  idea  came  from  only  one. 
“What  inspired  me  was  that  last  year  I  was 


meeting  with  a  fellow  producer  up  in  Atlanta, 
and  I  was  telling  him  all  about  coming  down  here 
and  about  how  it’s  a  great  town  but  how  I’d  only 
heard  about  the  Bald  Shorts  [Film  Festival],  and  I 
was  really  surprised  because  this  is  an  arts  town. 
It’s  a  college  town,  and  there’s  lots  of  potential 
here,  so  why  is  it  not  here?”  Jeremiah  Bennett, 
chairman  of  the  board,  said. 

Weekend  and  day  tickets  are  available  on  the 
festival’s  website,  milledgevillefilmfestival.com. 
Tickets  are  discounted  with  an  early-bird  dis¬ 
count  until  April  1 . 


^Georgia-owned  and  serving  Georgia  landowners  since  1973 
’^.Manufacturer  of  fine  hardwood  lumber 
^Registered  forester  in  Georgia,  North  and  South  Carolina 
Specialize  in  hardwood  timber  management 
Loggers  specialize  in  hardwood  thinning 
Trained  master  timber  harvesters 


\  T&S  Hardwoods,  Inc. 

|  We  buy  quality  hardwood  logs  and  timber  throughout  Georgia  ^ 


|  Main  (478)  453-3492  tshardwoods.com  Timber  (478)  454-3409  $ 


The  short  lisT 


The  top  news  stories  from  all  over  the  world  as 
collected,  curated  and  composed  by  Sarah  K.  Wilson 


A  new  hope.  Malaysia’s  transportation  minister  announced  Wednesday  that  122  new 
objects  that  may  be  from  Malaysian  Airlines  Flight  370  have  been  discovered  on 
satellite  images.  The  objects,  located  roughly  1,500  miles  from  Perth,  Australia,  appear 
to  be  made  of  solid  material  and  some  reach  75  feet  in  length.  The  search  for  the  debris 
is  taking  place  in  one  of  the  world’s  most  remote  regions.  (BBC  News) 

Something  in  the  air.  Air  pollution  has  been  identified  as  the  killer  of  7  million  people 
in  2012.  In  other  words,  one  in  eight  deaths  were  caused  by  dirty  air,  according  to 
figures  released  by  the  World  Health  Organization  on  Tuesday.  One-third  of  the  air 
pollution-related  deaths  occurred  in  Asia,  where  rapidly  developing  industrialization  in 
India  and  China  have  resulted  in  their  infamously-poor  air  quality.  (New  York  Times) 
Mudslide.  The  death  toll  from  Saturday’s  mudslide  in  Washington  state  has  risen  to  24, 
while  176  people  are  still  missing.  Officials  say  the  mudslide  in  Snohomish  County, 
which  is  located  about  an  hour  north  of  Seattle,  was  triggered  by  heavy  rainfall  that 
made  the  land  unstable.  According  to  geomorphologist  Daniel  Miller,  the  area  affected 
has  long  been  known  to  be  unstable.  (CNN) 

Shame  on  Denmark.  The  country’s  Copenhagen  Zoo,  made  infamous  in  world  news 
earlier  this  year  for  killing  a  healthy  giraffe,  has  made  headlines  again  for  the  wrong 
reasons.  The  zoo  killed  four  healthy  lions  on  Monday  to  make  room  for  one  new  one, 
according  to  a  report  in  The  Guardian.  Unlike  the  giraffe,  the  four  euthanized  lions  will 
not  be  fed  to  other  animals  in  the  zoo.  How  thoughtful.  (CBS  News) 

Wait,  what’s  in  there?  An  Oklahoma  district  judge  ruled  on  Wednesday  that  the  state’s 
execution  law  is  unconstitutional  due  to  secrecy  surrounding  the  source  of  the  drugs 
used  to  kill  inmates.  Two  death  row  prisoners  sued  the  state  for  disclosure  of  the  makers 
of  the  drug  that  would  kill  them.  County  District  Judge  Patricia  Parrish  said  the  secrecy 
surrounding  the  drugs  is  a  “violation  of  due  process  because  access  to  the  courts  has 

And  some  good  news.  Hospitals  can  be  scary,  but  a  little  less  so  now  than  in  past 
decades.  The  number  of  infections  Americans  contract  during  hospital  stays  has 
declined  substantially  over  the  last  10  years,  according  to  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  and  Prevention.  Federal  health  officials  report  that  in  2011,  there  were  about 
722,000  hospital  infections  in  America,  a  number  far  less  than  past  estimates.  That 
sounds  like  a  lot  but  still,  good  news,  right?  (New  York  Times) 

Did  we  miss  something?  Tweet  us  at  @GCSUnade 
or  vent  to  us  on  our  website  GCSUNADE.com. 


FREEDOM  FIGHTERS 

OF 

Georgia  College 


There  are 


27  MILLION 


slaves  in  the 


world,  and  we  want  you  to  be  a  part 
of  the  generation  that  will 


Join  us  for  a 

Night  of  Prayer 

o  Tuesday,  April  8 
O  8:00p.m. 

O  The  Depot  near  the  dorms 

O  Come  together  with  a  body  of  believers 
to  lift  up  this  battle  against  slavery  and 
human  trafficking 


STANDto  make  their 

vdav  KNOWN 


ever1 


www.facebook.  com/  GCSUEeedomFighters 
fight4freedomgc@gmail.  com 
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After  700  years,  Scotland  considers  succession 


On  June  23-24,  Scotland  is  set  to  celebrate  the 
700th  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Bannockburn, 
with  the  stunt  choreographers  behind  films  such 
as  “Gladiator”  and  “Robin  Hood”  guiding  more 
than  300  people  in  an  epic  reenactment  of  the 
decisive  battle  that  won  Scotland  independence 
from  England  in  1314. 

The  victory  is  a  cornerstone  of  Scottish  pride, 
inspiring  art,  literature  and  Scotland’s  national 
anthem.  The  significance  is  especially  important 
this  year,  as  less  than  100  days  later,  on  Sept. 
18,  the  people  of  Scotland  will  go  to  polls  to 
determine  the  future  of  their  nation:  whether  to 
remain  a  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  or  break 
off  to  form  an  independent  nation. 

Taking  over  the  Scottish  Parliament  by  a  land¬ 
slide  in  201 1,  the  Scottish  Nationalist  Party  has 
sought  to  make  good  on  its  central  goal  of  es- 


Even  with  its  strong  economy 
and  sharp  ideological  differences 
with  the  United  Kingdom,  Scot¬ 
land  would  be  taking  a  colossal 
gamble  in  breaking  away  from  a 
powerful  and  prosperous  nation. 


tablishing  an  independently-governed  Scotland 
separate  from  the  UK.  As  such,  an  agreement 
has  been  made  between  the  Scottish  Parliament 
and  the  superior  UK  Parliament  which  will  allow 
the  people  of  Scotland  to  hold  a  referendum  vote 
to  decide  whether  they  want  to  secede  from  the 
Kingdom  or  not. 

If  the  vote  passes,  Scotland  will  split  from 
the  rest  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  begin  the 
process  of  establishing  a  new  government,  with 
fully  independent  capabilities  anticipated  as  early 
as  March  2016.  If  the  vote  fails,  Scotland  will 
remain  a  part  of  the  UK  and  the  debate  will  shift 
toward  whether  the  government  should  extend 
additional  powers  to  the  Scottish  Parliament. 

Supporters  of  independence  have  argued  for 


the  necessity  of  the  split  in  better  promoting 
Scotland’s  political  and  economic  well-being. 
Generally  liberal  voting  Scots  have  a  long  history 
of  chafing  under  the  policies  and  principles  of 
the  Conservative-controlled  UK  Parliament  in 
London,  with  independence  supporters  toting  the 
break  as  a  chance  to  finally  rule  the  nation  with 
economic  and  political  stances  that  are  popular 
in  Scotland  but  often  dismissed  by  England. 

Scotland’s  vast  oil  and  natural  gas  reserves 
have  also  played  into  independence  arguments  as 
some  financial  estimates  indicate  that  the  impact 
of  the  Scottish  energy  industry  on  the  economy 
(unrestricted  by  UK  regulations  and  distributions 
of  profit  throughout  the  British  Isles)  could  make 
Scotland  the  14th  richest  nation  on  Earth. 

Those  opposed  to  secession  have  voiced  con¬ 
cerns  about  the  destabilizing  effect  independence 
could  have  on  Scotland  and  the  rest  of  the  UK. 
The  division  of  the  two  economies  could  prove 
damaging  to  both  nations  if  they  can’t  adjust  for 
financial  changes.  Additionally,  concerns  have 
arisen  about  the  strength  and  influence  Scotland 
would  be  able  to  exercise  as  a  nation  without  the 
backing  of  the  UK. 

A  self-governing  Scotland  would  lose  the 
trade  and  diplomatic  strengths  of  the  UK’s  Eu¬ 
ropean  Union  membership,  putting  the  fledgling 


nation  at  an  economic  disadvantage  and  forcing 
Scotland  into  a  disadvantageous  competition 
for  global  commerce  with  the  larger,  more-es¬ 
tablished  UK. 

Although  the  referendum  is  only  six  months 
away,  the  greater  impact  of  Scottish  indepen¬ 
dence  is  still  largely  reserved  to  speculation  and 
uncertainty.  Considering  the  circumstances  of 
the  debate  at  the  time  of  writing,  I  doubt  that 
the  vote  will  pass.  Even  with  its  strong  economy 
and  sharp  ideological  differences  with  the  United 
Kingdom,  Scotland  would  be  taking  a  colossal 
gamble  in  breaking  away  from  a  powerful  and 
prosperous  nation. 

Britain  has  been  a  combined  state  for  more 
than  600  years  and  severing  such  ties  to  dive 
into  an  unknown  future  alone  could  be  a  hard 
sell  while  working  within  the  system  to  expand 
Scottish  influence  seems  a  safer  avenue  to  the 
same  end.  However,  polling  for  independence 
support  has  been  dynamic  and  hard  to  judge. 

There  is  still  plenty  of  time  for  the  factors 
to  change  and  upcoming  events  to  sway  public 
opinion  one  way  or  the  other.  Regardless  of  the 
outcome  though,  this  may  represent  a  once-in- 
a-lifetime  moment  where  a  country  must  make 
a  difficult  decision  about  the  course  its  future 
will  take. 


Catching  up  with  Mr.  &  Ms.  Georgia  College 


Sophie  Goodman 
Senior  Reporter 

Nassim  Talbi,  Mr.  GC 

colonnade:  What  are  your  responsibilities  as  Mr.  GC? 

talbi:  We’re  trying  to  make  a  service  project.  It  doesn’t 
matter  what  fraternity  or  sorority  you’re  in,  it’s  the  entire 
school  and  teachers. 

colonnade:  What  do  you  want  your  community  ser¬ 
vice  to  be? 

talbi:  We  know  who  we  want  to  benefit.  We  don’t  know 
what  we’re  going  to  do.  [The  firefighters  and  local  heroes 
is]  a  good  philanthropy  event.  We’re  going  to  give  them 
water  bottles.  My  fraternity  has  had  a  party  where  everyone 
who  comes  in  gives  five  water  bottles,  then  all  those  water 
bottles  go  to  the  fireman.  The  first  time  we  did  it,  we  had 
900,  and  then  this  past  time  we  had  about  1,200.  It’s  local 
within  Milledgeville,  so  the  impact  is  right  here. 

colonnade:  How  were  you  chosen  to  run? 

talbi:  We  just  had  a  vote,  and  we  said  we  needed  a  rep 


Photo  illustration  by  Ashley  Miller  /  Contributing  Photographer 


Sammi  Shapiro,  Ms.  GC 

colonnade:  What  are  your  responsibilities  as  Ms.  GC? 

Shapiro:  Just  basically  being  a  good  representation  for 
the  organization  that  we  ran  for.  Also,  we’ll  be  working  on 
a  service  project  to  lead  Georgia  College  in  community¬ 
wide  efforts  ...  to  do  a  school-wide  [community  service]. 

colonnade:  What  do  you  want  your  community  ser¬ 
vice  to  be? 

Shapiro:  We  want  to  work  [with]  the  firemen  and  lo¬ 
cal  heroes.  I  just  really  liked  doing  that  as  my  thing  for 
the  campaign.  They’re  all  such  nice  guys,  and  they  really 
appreciated  us  wanting  to  help  out  and  do  things  for  them. 
It’s  personal  to  the  people  who  live  here. 

colonnade:  Are  the  responsibilities  more  than  you 
were  expecting? 

Shapiro:  We  didn’t  really  understand  what  it  was.  We 
were  just  going  to  help  our  organizations  campaign.  Then 
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Service  as  great  as  our  products. 

Committed  to  repair,  restore  and  upgrade. 


We  offer  service  and  repair  for  your  iPad,  iPhone  or  Mac,  plus  free  training,  trade-in 
options,  financing  and  our  signature  PeachPlus  program.  Visit  us  today,  and  come 
see  why  we’re  the  friendly  Apple  Specialists. 
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1.  No  appointment  necessary 

2.  Quick  repair  times 

3.  Apple  Certified  Technicians 

4.  In-Warranty,  Out-of-warranty,  AppleCare  and  AppleCare 
Plus  repairs  for  your  Mac,  iPad,  iPod  and  iPhone 
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and  much  more! 
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Mr.  GC 
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resentative.  Then  names 
were  thrown  out,  and  they 
voted  for  me.  All  we  did  was 
print  out  fliers.  The  guys  just 
stole  all  the  candy  from  the 
other  sororities  and  then  dished 
it  out  ourselves. 

colonnade:  How  have 
the  past  few  weeks  been  as 
Mr.  GC? 

talbi:  Probably  the  exact 
same.  In  one  of  my  classes, 
my  teachers  have  no  idea  what 
it  is,  but  all  my  friends  know, 
so  they’re  like,  “Oh,  yeah,  Mr. 
GC  thinks  that  this  equation 
is  right.”  It’s  not  a  bad  thing, 
it’s  just  funny.  It  really  hasn’t 
changed  much,  but  it  is  cool. 

colonnade:  What  is  a  re¬ 
sponsibility  you  have  as  Mr. 
GC? 

talbi:  You  can  now  book  us 
for  events. 

colonnade:  What  are 
some  tips  for  potential  candi¬ 
dates  next  year? 

talbi:  Go  to  all  the  clubs  and 
sororities  and  talk  to  them.  You 
don’t  have  to  talk  for  a  long 
time.  If  you’re  a  guy,  go  to  the 
sororities  and  bring  a  flower. 
Some  of  the  other  guys  brought 
a  whole  bunch  of  flowers;  I  just 
brought  one  for  their  candidate. 
If  you  go  to  a  club,  don’t  bring 
a  flower. 

colonnade:  Were  you 
shocked  to  win? 

talbi:  The  only  time  a  Delta 
Sig  won  was  one  of  our  found¬ 
ing  brothers  a  long  time  ago. 
It  was  cool  to  bring  the  crown 
home.  I  had  no  idea.  We  didn’t 
know  because  there  were  two 
snow  days  between  the  week, 
and  I  didn’t  know  what  was 
going  on.  The  homecoming 
concert  was  canceled,  and  we 
were  like,  “Alright,  it’s  over.” 
It  was  a  shock,  but  it  was  cool. 

It  was  a  shock,  but  it  was 
cool. 


Ms.  GC 
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we  met  with  Juawn  Jackson, 
and  he  mentioned  that  he  wants 
to  make  Mr.  &  Ms.  Georgia 
College  the  face  of  the  school 
and  a  big  part  of  [the  Student 
Government  Association]  this 
year. 

colonnade:  How  were  you 
chosen  to  run? 

Shapiro:  [For  Zeta  Tau  Al¬ 
pha,]  they  take  a  group  vote. 
There’s  a  few  names  thrown 
out  there,  then  it’s  the  majority 
wins.  Then  they  start  making 
your  T-shirts  and  your  buttons 
and  doing  all  that  campaigning 
stuff. 

colonnade:  How  have 
the  past  few  weeks  been  as 
Ms.  GC? 

Shapiro:  I  don’t  notice  any 
difference,  but  then  occasional¬ 
ly  I’ll  be  referred  to  as  Ms.  GC. 
I’ll  forget  that  I  am.  I  definitely 
don’t  really  think  about  it  all  the 
time.  I’m  in  a  nonprofit  market¬ 
ing  class,  and  we  did  a  fund¬ 
raiser  for  Helping  Hands.  One 
kid  had  me  sign  his  hand,  and 
he  put  it  on  Bobcat  Exchange 
for  $30.  So  we  were  really  just 
trying  to  help  the  cause. 

colonnade:  What  are 
some  tips  for  potential  candi¬ 
dates  next  year? 

Shapiro:  Just  introduce 
yourself,  tell  a  couple  jokes.  If 
you’re  a  girl,  maybe  bring  the 
boys  some  buffalo-chicken  dip 
when  you  go  talk  to  them. 

colonnade:  Were  you 
shocked  that  you  won? 

shapiro:  Yes.  I  thought  it 
was  really  cool  because  Vic¬ 
toria  Ferree  is  a  Zeta  also,  and 
she’s  SGA  President,  or  she 
was,  and  Mackenzie  Burgess 
won  last  year,  and  she  was  also 
a  Zeta.  So  it  was  really  cool  at¬ 
mosphere  when  they  were  able 
to  give  me  the  crown.  I  actually 
really  didn’t  see  it  coming  at  all; 
every  girl  was  a  great  candidate. 


What  do  you  think  of  your  new  canidates? 

Tweet  us  at  @GCSUnade 
or  vent  to  us  on  our  website  GCSUNADE.com. 


Ukraine 
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ing  about  it. 

One  of  them  cried  and 
crossed  himself  as  he  remem¬ 
bered  all  the  dead.  Overlooking 
our  tent  were  the  burned  out 
remains  of  the  Trade  Unions 
Building,  destroyed  when  Ya¬ 
nukovych’s  special  forces  tried 
to  take  the  Maidan  Feb.  18-19. 

Someone  had  painted  pink 
dots  on  the  building.  Some  said 
it  was  to  take  the  emotional 
pressure  off  people,  while  oth¬ 
ers  said  the  dots  represented  all 
those  killed  -  burned  alive  -  in 
the  building. 

Throughout  the  week,  I 
interviewed  about  a  dozen  or 
more  such  people.  One  inter¬ 
view  took  place  at  Hmshevsky 
Street,  right  at  the  barricades 
where  violence  first  erupted 
Jan.  19-20,  the  night  I’d  left 
Kiev  for  Milledgeville,  barri¬ 
cades  featured  on  world  news¬ 
papers  for  days  and  weeks. 

I  managed  to  find  many 
such  people  because  a  friend  of 
mine  worked  at  the  Institute  of 
Ukrainian  History,  which  was 
literally  next  door  to  the  Hru- 
shevsky  Street  barricades.  He 
was  part  of  a  group  of  people 
who  helped  fight  police  forces 
on  the  barricades,  sometimes 
using  canned  meat  as  weapons. 

These  people  told  all  kinds 


of  stories  about  death  and  how 
they  dealt  with  fear.  For  all  of 
them,  the  fear  of  death  disap¬ 
peared  as  they  went  to  help 
people  with  medical  supplies 
or  take  part  in  the  fighting. 
For  all  of  them,  the  revolu¬ 
tion  has  only  begun.  The  new 
government,  in  their  opinion, 
is  either  ineffective  or  still  acts 
too  much  like  the  old  one. 

The  Maidan  itself  had 
changed  quite  a  bit  from  when 
I  was  last  there  in  January. 
Men  from  self-defense  forces 
wearing  military  camouflage 
were  everywhere.  The  student 
protesters  who  started  the  rev¬ 
olution  were  long  gone.  The 
stage  was  lifeless,  interrupted 
with  a  few  TV  broadcasts  and 
small  public  gatherings  in  the 
evening. 

Right  Sector,  one  self-de¬ 
fense  unit  trying  to  promote 
itself  as  a  political  party  and 
field  a  candidate  in  the  May 
25  presidential  elections,  oc¬ 
cupied  a  few  stores  and  a  hotel 
along  Kiev’s  main  boulevard 
and  at  European  Square.  Teens 
and  young  men  in  their  20s 
were  guarding  these  places, 
marked  by  Right  Sector’s 
red-and-black  banner.  One  af¬ 
ternoon  one  of  them  popped 
out  of  the  sporting  goods  store 
with  what  looked  like  an  auto¬ 
matic  rifle,  and  then  he  popped 
back  inside. 

It  was  frightening  to  see 


such  people  making  a  pres¬ 
ence  on  the  Maidan,  but  further 
outside  the  city,  life  seemed  to 
go  on  as  normal.  Despite  an 
entire  regime  being  toppled, 
Kiev  was  still  Kiev. 

Russia’s  occupation  and  an¬ 
nexation  of  Crimea  produced  a 
roller  coaster  of  emotions.  On 
the  night  of  Crimea’s  referen¬ 
dum  March  1 6,  friends  specu¬ 
lated  that  Russia  was  going  to 
invade  from  the  east  and  even 
bomb  some  strategic  sites  in 
Kiev  (hitting  the  Maidan  for 
psychological  measure).  On 
March  18,  some  friends  and  I 
at  a  bar  were  convinced  war 
had  broken  out  when  another 
friend  called  and  said  that  Rus¬ 
sian  soldiers  had  shot  a  Ukrai¬ 
nian  soldier  dead  in  Crimea. 
Yet  somehow,  all-out  war 
didn’t  break  out. 

Instead,  we  started  real¬ 
izing  what  had  happened  to 
Crimea.  The  day  after  the  ref¬ 
erendum,  a  woman  working  at 
the  Crimean  Tatar  restaurant 
on  the  Maidan,  who  talked 
about  her  relatives  in  Crimea, 
asked,  “This  isn’t  going  to  be 
forever,  is  it?” 

Foreign  experts  had  con¬ 
cluded  it  was  so.  Then  on  Fri¬ 
day,  March  2 1 ,  Vladimir  Pu¬ 
tin,  Russia’s  president,  signed 
documents  officially  bringing 
Crimea  into  the  Russian  Fed¬ 
eration. 

Heartbreaking  videos  ap¬ 


peared  on  Youtube  of  Ukrai¬ 
nian  military  cadets  in  Sevas¬ 
topol  who  decided  to  sing  the 
Ukrainian  national  anthem 
rather  than  the  Russian  one  as 
their  naval  academy  officially 
changed  hands.  One  of  them 
cried  as  he  took  down  the 
Ukrainian  flag. 

That  same  day,  men  in  their 
20s  asked  me  if  I  could  help 
get  flak  jackets  to  Ukraine 
for  them.  One  of  them  talked 
about  collecting  money  to  buy 
a  weapon  worth  $1,000. 

They  had  fixed  their  atten¬ 
tion  on  the  Kherson  Region, 
outside  Crimea,  where  Russian 
forces  had  occupied  some  stra¬ 
tegic  positions  and  seemed  to 
be  getting  ready  for  an  inva¬ 
sion  from  the  south. 

I  came  home  from  Kiev 
on  Sunday,  March  23.  In  the 
Atlanta  airport,  as  dozens  of 
high  school  students  back  from 
a  mission  trip  screamed  and 
cheered  as  they  were  “reunit¬ 
ed”  after  their  flight  back  from 
Bulgaria,  I  read  the  news  offi¬ 
cially  confirming  that  Crimea 
was  now  part  of  Russia. 

I  thought  of  all  those  peo¬ 
ple  the  same  age  as  these  high 
school  students,  or  a  little 
older,  young  Ukrainians  who 
were  getting  ready  for  war. 
The  world  may  have  avoided 
war  over  my  Spring  Break,  but 
I  fear  that  we  are  still  on  the 
brink. 


Bike  path 
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is  obtained.  The  main  phase  of  inter¬ 
est  to  the  community  is  the  Downtown- 
West  Campus  connector  which  is  set  to 
start  within  the  next  year.  This  section  of 
the  trail  will  allow  for  hundreds  of  GC 
students  to  safely  walk  or  bike  to  school. 

Not  only  will  this  trail  benefit  GC  stu¬ 
dents,  but  public  school  students  as  well 
as  the  Baldwin  County  School  System  is 
geographically  intertwined  with  the  uni¬ 
versity  system  in  Milledgeville. 

“If  it  weren’t  for  the  presence  of  West 
Campus  out  there  I  don’t  know  that  this 
would  be  happening,”  Heagy  said. 

The  presence  of  the  trail  will  have 
many  other  external  benefits  besides 
safely  crossing  streets.  The  use  of  this 
path  by  students  will  cut  down  on  traffic 


congestion,  free  up  parking  spaces  and 
help  reduce  childhood  obesity. 

“One  time  I  ended  up  having  to  miss 
a  class  because  I  couldn’t  find  a  parking 
spot,”  Adalie  Buechner,  a  freshman  mass 
communication  major,  said. 

The  project  is  already  yielding  exciting 
results  with  the  grand  opening  of  the  first 
half-mile  of  Phase  1  in  November  of  this 
year.  The  existing  section  of  the  Fishing 
Creek  Community  Trail  extends  from  the 
Oconee  Greenway  to  Elbert  Street.  Origi¬ 
nally  this  phase  was  supposed  to  reach 
Wilkinson  Street,  but  obstacles  such  as 
erosion  cost  more  money  to  fix  than  first 
thought. 

“What  we’ve  done  so  far  has  cost,  like, 
$150,000,  and  that’s  just  a  half-mile  that 
isn’t  paved.  To  pave  it  it’s  going  to  be 
about  $300,000  per  mile,  so  we’re  look¬ 
ing  at  probably  $2.3  to  $3  million  to  do 
the  whole  thing,”  said  Jim  Lidstone,  Live 


Healthy  Baldwin  advocate  and  director  at 
GC’s  Center  for  Health  and  Social  Issues. 

GC  President  Steve  Dorman  also  wants 
to  see  additional  safety  measures  such  as 
lighting  and  emergency  call  boxes  in¬ 
stalled  along  the  path,  which  would  add 
costs.  Applying  for  additional  grant  fund¬ 
ing  continues. 

“Live  Healthy  Baldwin,”  an  initia¬ 
tive  to  increase  opportunities  for  physi¬ 
cal  activity  and  fight  childhood  obesity, 
has  been  a  large  driving  force  behind 
this  project  along  with  the  Oconee  River 
Greenway  Foundation,  Bicycling  Club  of 
Milledgeville,  Baldwin  County  Schools 
and  numerous  other  advocacy  groups. 

Will  you  use  the  new  path? 

Tweet  us  at  @GCSUnade 
or  vent  to  us  on  our  website 

GCSUNADE.com. 


GC  engaged  learning  story  in  photos! 

Engaged  learning  includes  service  learning,  || 
community  service,  study  abroad,  field  work  ^ 
%  and  so  much  more. 


All  photos  will  be  shared  on  the  wall  and 
the  best  ones  are  eligible  for  prizes! 
more  information  go  to  engage. 
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Ric  Crane 


Wednesday,  April  2,  2014 
5:30-6:30  p.m. 
Student  Activity  Center 
Magnolia  Ballroom 


Bio  Highlights 

•  Former  Executive  Vice  President  and  Chief  Mar¬ 
keting  Officer  of  Windstream  Communications 

•  Senior  positions  in  several  Fortune  500  Compa¬ 
nies,  including  GTE,  ALLTELL,  and  Windstream 
Communications 

•  Highly  accomplished  marketing  executive  with 
experience  in  strategic  planning,  business  devel¬ 
opment,  and  marketing  research  analysis 

•  30  years  experience  in  the  telecommunications 
industry,  domestic  and  international 

•  MBA  from  Auburn  University,  BS  in  Marketing 
from  Florida  State  University 


Sponsored  by: 

Omicron  Delta  Kappa  (ODK) 
www.gcsu.edu/odk 

Student  Leadership  Programs 
www.gcsu.edu/leadership 


Scan  the  QR  code  or  go  to 
www.gcsu.edu/inspire  for  Ric’s  bio. 


University  Career  Center 
www.gcsu.edu/career 

Office  of  Student  Affairs 
www. gcsu.edu/studentlife 


Georgia 

College 


GEORGIA'S  PUBLIC  LIBERAL  ARTS  UNIVERSITY 


To  learn  more,  visit  www.gcsu.edu/inspire 
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Friday,  March  28 


Monday,  March  31 


3:45  p.m.  Women’s  studies  student  symposium  (Chappell  113) 
4  p.m.  GC  softball  vs.  No.  3  Armstrong  (West  Campus) 


Saturday,  March  29 


7  p.m.  29th  Annual  International  Dinner  (Magnolia  Ballroom) 


Sunday,  March  30 


Noon  GC  softball  vs.  Flagler  (West  Campus) 


NOTE:  If  you  would  like  to  see  events  on  the  calendar, 
please  send  them  to  colonnadenews@gcsu.edu. 


Fairfield 

INN  &  SUITES  '© 

_  Harriott  _ 


2631 -A  N.  Columbia  St. 
Milledgeville,  GA  31061 
478-452-5202 


PUBLIC 

SAFETY 

REPORT 


^Incident  does  not  appear  on  map  Reports  obtained  from  GC  Public  Safety 

Urinating  on  Century  Bank 


Feb.  14  2: 10  p.m.  Sgt.  Smith  spotted  a  guy  urinating  on  the  wall  of  Century  Bank.  He  was 
under  21  and  had  been  drinking  at  Capital  City.  He  was  cooperative  and  was  referred  to  the 
Student  Judicial  Review  Board.  * 
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Forklift  frenzy 


Feb.  21, 2:08  a.m.  Officer  McWilliams  saw  a  guy  sitting  in  the  driver’s  seat  of  a  blue 
Genie  Forklift,  messing  with  the  controls.  Once  the  guy  spotted  McWilliams,  he  hopped 
off  the  forklift  and  started  walking  away.  He  did  not  heed  warnings  to  stop  walking  and 
began  running.  McWilliams’  partner,  Sgt.  Smith,  caught  up  with  the  guy  at  the  corner  of  the 
Centennial  parking  lot  and  Clarke  Street  where  the  guy  was  tangled  up  in  a  briar  patch.  Smith 
and  McWilliams  struggled  to  pull  the  guy  free.  They  sustained  minor  cuts  on  their  arms  and 
heads.  The  guy  was  arrested  for  disorderly  conduct  and  underage  possession  of  alcohol.  The 
case  was  also  referred  to  the  Student  Judicial  Review  Board. 


Fairfield  Inn  &  Suites  Milledgeville  is  located  just  a  few  miles  from: 
Georgia  College,  Georgia  Military  College  and  Lake  Sinclair. 


Come  experience 
accomodations 

Wireless  Internet 
Indoor  Pool  &  Spa 
Business  Center 
Boat  Hook-ups 
Meeting  Room 
Refrigerators 
Iron/  Ironing  Boards 


the  only  “upscale” 
in  Milledgeville! 

Guest  Laundry 
Convenience  Store 
Free  Breakfast 
Fitness  Center 
Microwaves 
Hair  Dryers 
Coffee  Makers 


Visit  us  at:  www.marriott.com/mcnmd 
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Located  in  Downtown  Milledgeville  next  to  Metropolis  Cafe 

Daily  lunch  specials! 


Hours:  Mon. -Wed.  11a.m. -9p.m. 
Thurs.  11a.m. -3a.m. 


Fri.  11a.m.- 10p.m. 
Sat.  3pm.-3a.rn. 


Call  us: 

478-295-2229 


A  student  senior  capstone  directed  by  Sarah  Prochaska 


*2013  PRIZE  WINNING  PLAY!* 


ARTSaLETTERS 

JOURNAL  OF  CONTEMPORARY  CULTURE 


Friday  -  Saturday, 
March  28-29, 201 4 

Max  Noah  Recital  Hall  •  8  p.m. 


For  more  information,  call  478-445-4226 


Admission 

$  4  -  General 
$  2  -  GC  Students 

For  tickets,  visit  GCSUTickets*com 
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Opinion 


March  28,  2014*  Editor-in-Chief,  Constantina  Kokenes 


Our 

Voice 

Smoking  ban  passed  by 
Georgia  Board  of  Regents 


The  Georgia  Board  of  Regents  has  passed 
a  ban  on  all  tobacco  products  on  campus. 

The  ban  was  put  into  place  in  order  to 
promote  the  better  health  of  the  students 
and  faculty.  Although  in  theory,  this  ap¬ 
pears  to  benefit  the  students  and  faculty  as 
they  won’t  have  to  deal  with  tobacco  prod¬ 
ucts  being  used  on  campus,  its  effectiveness 
and  enforceability  are  limited. 

The  Board  may  have  passed  the  ban, 
but  it  is  conservative  in  its  enforcement  by 
leaving  it  up  to  the  up  to  each  university  to 
enforce  the  ban. 

This  ban  affects  more  than  300  thousand 
students  and  31  colleges  and  universities; 
however,  the  ban  also  affects  much  more 
than  students.  Professors,  maintenance 
workers  and  bus  drivers  will  not  be  able  to 
go  on  smoke  breaks  anymore.  The  smoking 
shelters  could  also  disappear. 


The  [smoking]  ban  affects  more 
than  300  thousand  students  and 
31  colleges  and  universities 


The  ban  also  puts  Campus  Police  forces 
in  an  interesting  position.  What  do  they 
do  when  the  see  someone  smoking?  Write 
them  a  ticket?  Being  late  to  class  because 
you  got  a  ticket  for  smoking  does  not  ex¬ 
actly  sound  like  a  valid  excuse.  Imagine  it 
coming  from  a  professor. 

“Brace  yourselves,  the  tickets  are  com¬ 
ing.” 

Police  could  write  tickets  for  days  for  to¬ 
bacco  product  usage.  First,  you  might  start 
reading  about  how  a  freshman  was  caught 
outside  their  dorm  smoking  a  cigarette  in 
the  police  reports.  Then,  with  time,  as  the 
ban  persists,  getting  a  ticket  for  tobacco 
product  usage  will  be  at  the  bottom  of  the 
criminal  offense  totem  pole,  right  there 
with  parking  tickets. 

Outside  of  the  issue  of  how  the  system- 
wide  tobacco  product  ban  will  be  enforced, 
the  ban  presents  another  issue.  Does  the 
Board  of  Regents  really  have  the  authority 
to  tell  more  than  300  thousand  people  that 
they  cannot  use  what  they  are  legally  en¬ 
titled  to  buy? 

On  a  Milledgeville-scale,  it  will  still  be 
be  easy  to  smoke  here,  just  walk  across  a 
street.  Downtown  will  now  be  at  least  twice 
as  smoke-filled  as  it  already  is.  Although 
the  ban  is  large  in  scope,  it’s  effect  on  the 
Georgia  College  campus  will  be  much 
more  subliminal:  Your  stroll  to  class  may 
be  smoke  free  (if  you  don’t  smoke),  or  you 
might  find  yourself  taking  a  more  scenic 
route  (if  you  do.) 


And  now,  a  take  on  how  GC  spends  its  money... 


by:  William  Detjen 


Real  talk  with  Constantina 

Spring  break  models  still  in  effect' 

Constantina  Kokenes 
Editor-in-Chief 

Let’s  be  real:  I’m  still  on  spring  break  mode.  I  find  myself  want¬ 
ing  to  sleep  in  the  sun  and  watch  Netflix.  I  don’t  want  to  write  pa¬ 
pers.  I  don’t  want  to  get  up  for  my  8  a.m.  And  I  certainly  don’t  want 
to  be  expected  to  care.  Alas,  I  am. 

It’s  odd.  Right  before  spring  break,  I  was  terrified  to  graduate.  I 
wasn’t  ready  to  move  on.  I  wanted  to  stay  at  Georgia  College  forever. 
But  then  I  got  to  take  naps  on  the  beach,  and  honestly,  how  can 


#, Turnup 


you  expect  me  to  be  ready  to  finish  the  semester  strong  when  I  spent 
a  week  soaking  in  every  aspect  of  the  beach?  The  warm  sun  made 
me  feel  as  if  I  was  being  tucked  in  by  a  parent.  The  waves  crashing 
against  me  felt  refreshing  after  getting  sand  all  over  my  skin  (I’ll 
admit  it:  I  enjoy  building  sandcastles).  The  smell  of  sea  salt,  sun¬ 
screen  and  sand  in  the  air  made  me  relax  after  weeks  of  studying, 
homework  and  general  anxiety. 

And  now  I’m  back  at  school... in  cold  classrooms  and  back  to 
sleeping  in  my  uncomfortable,  cheap  bed.  I  have  to  buckle  down 
and  get  back  to  work  or  else  the  first  half  of  the  semester  was  all  for 
nothing. 

I  get  it  -  I  do.  We’re  being  prepared  for  the  real  world.  There  is 
no  three-month  long  summer  break  or  four-week  off  winter  break. 
There  is  no  spring  or  fall  break.  You  have  to  work  all  of  the  time,  and 
no  one  is  going  to  say  it’s  okay  to  miss  a  lot  of  work  just  because 
you’re  tired  or  too  stressed  out. 

But... just  try  to  understand  from  the  students’  point  of  view. 
We’ve  been  working  hard  all  semester,  and  then  we  get  a  week  off 
-  a  week  that  goes  by  entirely  too  quickly.  Then  we’re  plopped  right 
back  into  the  classroom,  with  some  of  us  having  to  immediately  take 
tests  or  turn  in  projects.  It’s  hard  to  bounce  back  immediately  after 
we’ve  spent  all  of  that  time  relaxing.  I’m  not  saying  it’s  not  possible 
to  get  straight  back  into  it,  but  as  time  goes  on,  I  find  myself  caring 
less  and  less. 

The  last  few  weeks  of  spring  semester  are  supposed  to  end  on  a 
high  note,  but  we  find  ourselves  slowly  fizzling  out  during  the  last 
few  weeks  after  break  just  because  we  can.  I’ve  never  gone  by  this 
motto,  but  now  that  I’m  graduating,  I  find  myself  more  appealed  to 
the  idea  that  “C’s  get  degrees.”  To  be  honest,  it  shocks  me,  as  I’ve 
always  been  pretty  motivated  to  end  each  semester  on  a  good  note.  I 
think  I’m  just  ready  to  get  out  there  in  the  real  world.  Or  maybe  I’m 
just  being  lazy,  which  is  a  good  possibility.  Either  way,  I’m  ready 
to  just  say,  “Forget  it”  and  head  back  to  the  beach.  Who’s  with  me? 
#tumup 


SB  14 


The  Colonnade  team  enjoyed 
Spring  Break!  Hashtag  #GCSB1 4 
on  Instagram,  and  you  might  have 
your  picture  regrammed  by 
The  Colonnade  (@thecolonnade)l 


A&E  Editor  Scott 
Carranza  spent 
his  spring  break  at 
Amelia  Island.  Here, 
he  poses  with  his  wild 
ame,  a  fallen  beach 
;ree.  #hipster 
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Assistant  Sports 
Editor  Hampton 
Pelton  and 
Designer  Kat 
Wardell  enjoyed 
their  spring  break 
at  Hilton 
Head  Island. 
The  cute  couple 
soaked  up  the 
sun  and  got 
their  tans  on. 
#adorable 


Sports  Editor  Bethan 
Adams  and  her  close 
friend,  Jessica  Sethman, 
had  a  blast  during  their 

a  break  in  Los 
es.  They  ate  it  up 
at  the  legengary  In-N- 
Out  Burger. 
#dathollywoodlife 


FOLLOW  OUR 
SOCIAL  MEDIA: 


THECOLONNADE 

@GCSUNADE 


THECOLONNADE 


Letter  to  the  editor  policy 

The  Colonnade  encourages  readers  to  express  their 
views  and  opinions  by  sending  letters  to  the  editor  at: 
CBX  2442;  Milledgeville,  GA  31061  or  by  e-mail  at 
colonnadeletters@gcsu.edu.Readers  can  also  log 
onto  GCSUnade.com  and  post  comments  on  articles 
to  voice  opinions. 

•  names 

•  address/  e-mail  address 

•  telephone  number 

•  year  of  study 

•  major 

Only  your  name,  year  of  study  and  major  will  be 
printed. 

•  Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  printed.  Names  will 
be  withheld  only  under  very  unusual  circum¬ 
stances. 

•  Letters  may  be  condensed. 

•  All  letters  will  be  edited  for  grammar,  spelling 
and  punctuation  errors. 

•  All  letters  become  the  property  of 
The  Colonnade  and  cannot  be  returned. 

•  We  are  not  able  to  acknowledge  their  receipt  or 
disposition. 

Letters  will  be  printed  at  the  discretion  of  the  editor-in-chief 


Litter  Box 

Bets  on  how  long  before  the  building  signs  get  vandalized? 

Everyone  is  thinking  it,  but  im  gonna  say  it. The  new  building  signs 
look  awful. They  dont  match  the  aesthetic  of  our  school  and  they 
make  our  school  look  cheap. 

The  library  used  to  have  computers.  I  used  to  use  them.  Until 
they  all  disappeared. WHERETHE  HECK  DIDTHEY  GO?  And 
WHY  the  heck  did  they  go  there  atTHIS  time  of  the  semester?? 

Dear  Econ  Kid,  there’s  a  reason  we  don’t  part  our 
hair  in  the  middle. 

Dear  Econ  Kid, 

Yes,  we  do  have  another  exam.  Most  classes  have  more  than  one. 


Literally  no  one  cares  about  Econ  Kid. 


Text  your  message  to 
(708)  949-NADE  /  6233 


Yik-Yak  is  the  cesspool  of  life. 

Leave  your  message  at 
Twitter.com/GCSUnade 
Like  us  on  Facebook  and  send 
us  a  message 
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March  28,2014*  Editor;  Lauren  Corcino 


Colonnade  reporter  Lexi  Scott  sat  down  with 
the  members  of  Harvest  Moon  to  discuss  the 
group's  recent  rise  to  Georgia  College  fame 


Photo  Illustration  by  Lexi  Scott 


Lexi  Scott 

Contributing  Reporter 

Formed  in  late  2013,  Harvest  Moon  is  already  creating  quite 
the  buzz  in  Milledgeville.  Though  it  does  strictly  covers  at  the 
moment,  members  Crystal  Pratt,  Jonathan  Riordan,  Rachel  Pow¬ 
ell  and  Josh  Harrison  find  ways  to  transform  even  pop  songs  to 
suit  their  folky,  country  vibe.  Playing  in  familiar  venues  down¬ 
town  and  on  campus,  Harvest  Moon  chats  about  their  successes 
and  what’s  to  come  for  the  band. 

colonnade:  Where  did  you  meet? 

crystal:  We  met  through  Young  Life;  we’re  all  Young  Life  lead¬ 
ers.  Jonathan  is  best  friends  with  my  roommate,  and  that’s  how 
I  met  him. 

josh:  Me  and  Crystal  play  together  at  Young  Life.  We  knew 
Rachel  could  sing,  and  then  Crystal  told  us  how  Jonathan  could 
sing  really  well.  We  just  meshed, 
colonnade:  Where  did  the  band  name  come  from? 
josh:  One  night,  we  were  playing,  and  we  were  trying  to  come 
up  with  a  name.  I  got  up  to  go  to  the  kitchen.  As  soon  as  I  got 
up,  they  read  the  back  of  my  shirt,  and  the  back  of  my  shirt  said 
“harvest  moon.”  Then  they  suggested,  “Hey,  why  don’t  we  just 
be  called  Harvest  Moon?”  We  were  like,  “That’s  funny,  my  shirt 


says  that.”  And  we  kept  thinking  about  it,  and  we  decided  that  is 
what  we  should  be  called. 

colonnade:  Do  you  only  do  covers  or  do  you  have  your  own 
original  music? 

crystal:  We’re  actually  starting  to  write  songs.  We’re  just  work¬ 
ing  on  time  to  get  together  to  actually  sit  down  and  start  writing 
our  own,  but  right  now  we  do  covers, 
colonnade:  Who  are  your  musical  influences? 
crystal:  When  we  choose  songs  for  shows,  we  definitely  choose 
people  who  are  popular  like  Gavin  DeGraw  and  Lorde  and  just 
try  to  make  it  our  own.  For  me,  I  really  love  Nickel  Creek,  the 
Lumineers,  anything  that’s  acoustic,  folky,  down-home  country, 
colonnade:  You  guys  got  to  play  at  GC  Miracle’s  Dance  Mar¬ 
athon.  How  was  it  getting  to  play  for  the  kids  and  what  kind  of 
reaction  did  you  get  from  the  crowd? 

crystal:  That  was  probably  one  of  the  most  fun  times  we’ve 
ever  had.  The  crowd  was  really  receptive  to  us.  It  was  really  fun 
to  get  to  do  it  for  charity  and  for  the  kids, 
rachel:  I  remember  after  we  got  off,  Crystal  was  like,  “Is  this 
how  Taylor  Swift  feels?”  -  just  because  once  we  got  on  stage, 
everyone  rushed  toward  the  stage. 

colonnade:  How  do  you  balance  everything  —  school,  the 
band  and  Young  Life? 

josh:  It’s  tough,  but  we’ve  played  at  1  a.m.  before.  It’s  some¬ 


thing  that  we’re  all  passionate  about  it,  and  we  have  fun  doing 
it.  It  seems  like  no  matter  how  busy  everyone  is,  we  always  find 
time. 

colonnade:  If  you  could  be  on  any  TV  or  movie  soundtrack, 
what  would  it  be? 

josh:  The  Disney  soundtracks  are  great,  but  that’s  not  our  style 
of  music. 

crystal:  For  me,  personally,  I  think  it’d  be  cool  to  sing  a  song 
for  something  like  “Country  Strong.” 

colonnade:  If  you  were  to  tour  with  one  band,  what  band 
would  it  be? 

crystal:  I  would  love  to  tour  with  Carrie  Underwood.  Anybody 
who’s  country. 

jonathan:  Zac  Brown  Band.  That  and  the  Jackson  5. 
colonnade:  If  you  were  to  put  out  an  album,  what  would  it  be 
called  and  what  kind  of  music  would  it  be  focused  on? 
crystal:  I  feel  like  our  first  album  should  be  self-titled, 
rachel:  Our  style  would  be  country  and  folky  just  because 
[Jonathan]  sings  that  really  well. 

colonnade:  Crystal,  I  know  you  will  be  graduating.  How  is 
the  band  going  to  continue  next  year? 

jonathan:  We’re  just  hoping  by  the  time  she  graduates  that 
everything  will  be  where  it  needs  to  be.  We’ll  just  go  from  there, 
josh:  Nashville,  here  we  come. 


Taylor  Hembree 
Contributing  Reporter 


Performing  onstage  accompanied  only  by  an  acoustic  guitar  and  a  micro¬ 
phone  creates  feelings  of  raw,  honest  vulnerability  that  makes  acoustic  music 
stand  apart  from  other  music  genres.  The  acoustic  genre  can  encompass  all 
forms  of  music  from  rock  ‘iT  roll  to  bluegrass;  all  that  the  artist  has  to  do  is  take 
away  the  added  effects  in  order  to  produce  a  genuine  feeling  of  listening  to  their 
music  on  front  row  seats.  When  going  through  iTunes  sessions  and  the  searched 
acoustic  tracks,  I  have  compiled  a  list  of  artists  every  music  lover  should  hear  at 
least  once. 


Gavin 

Degraw 

If  you  are  a 
fan  of  pop  and 
maybe  not  quite 
ready  to  venture 
into  the  acoustic 
realm,  start  out 
with  Gavin.  Check 
out  his  “Stripped” 
album.  The  music 
on  that  record 
consists  of  his  voice, 
his  piano  and  his 
guitar.  Pure  bliss,  if 
you  ask  me.  Gavin's 
voice  is  soulful, 
and  as  a  solo  artist, 
he  can  totally  pull 
off  the  acoustic 
sounds. 


Amos  Lee 

He  sings  about  being 
in  love,  falling  in 
love,  and  his  voice 
will  make  anybody’s 
heart  melt  into  a 
huge  puddle,  all 
the  while  looking  so 
handsome.  His  voice 
is  incredibly  soulful 
with  an  immaculate 
range  and  has  just 
the  right  amount  of 
Southern  sound  to  be 
slightly  country.  His 
lyrics  are  meaningful 
and  his  songs  are  the 
perfect  mix  of  "feel- 
good"  and  “I 
need 


a  good 
cry." 


Alabama 

Shakes 

If  you  search  “iTunes 
Sessions"  in  the  iTunes 
store,  this  group  will 
come  up  multiple  times.  Its 
unplugged  session  with  just 
voices  and  instruments  rocks. 
The  group  has  more  of  an  old- 
school,  Motown  sound,  and 
its  session  is  definitely  more  on 
the  edgier  side.  This  group’s 
voice  reminds  me  of  Marvin 
Gaye  and  The  Temptations. 


Avett  Brothers 

This  group  is  full  of  facial 
hair  and  guitar  pickin'. 

If  you  are  more  of  a 
country  and  bluegrass 
fan,  check  out  this 
group.  Its  music  is  full  of 
Southern  roots  with  cool 
harmonies.  The  guys' 
twangy  and  unique 
voices  tend  to  sing 
about  love  and 
life. 


CROSSWORD 


SUDOKU 


Across 

1  Pouch 
4  Glance  over 
8  Sum  up 

13  Egg  cells 

14  Having  skin  duels 
I  ft  Expunge 

17  Male  cal 

18  Free- 

reed  instrument 

19  Palisade 

211  Rom  vcgeiabk 

23  NeiEhers partner 

24  Blind  pans 

25  Celestial  fields 

27  Envision 

28  Lecture 
30  Hold  off 

33  Bluster 

34  Most  effective 

37  Alias 

38  Small  boEii 

39  Title 

411  Score,  in 
pinochle 

42  Purges 

43  Chaotic 

45  Rel  address 

47  Die  number 

48  Medicine  man 
511  Dramas 

53  Playing  card  item 

54  Diet  drink 
59  In  pieces 

61  Holiandatse.  eg. 

62  Mid- West  Mate 
( Abbr, } 

63  Binge 

64  Wild  boar 
attachments 

65  Adam's  lady 


66  Machine  pan 

67  For  fear  that 

68  Stltcli  up 

Dim  u 

1  Drunkards 

2  Confesses 

3  Bens  I  of  burden 

4  Senrry 

5  Cadaver 

6  Jason's  ship 

7  Tidy 

H  Go  straight 
9  Before,  to  bards 
HI  Shrewdness 


(1  English  race  place 
12  Equals 
15  Some  trial 

evidence,  for  short 

21  Alleviate 

22  Bakery  offering 
26  Hope  or  Crosby 

28  Beach  type 

29  Nephew  of  Cain 
3U  BeaveCs  work 

31  Manage,  with 
‘CM" 

32  Go  to  pieces 

33  Parade  spoiler 

35  Close  relative 

36  Ai  tempi 


38  Grump 
41  Faint 

43  Mosi  temperate 

44  Midterm,  for  otic 

46  Wine  sampler 

47  Moles 

48  Tic 

49  River  horse 

51  hlOmigoshr 

52  Work  extremely 
hard 

55  Follower  t Suffix  I 

56  Stake  driver 

57  Cogitate 

58  Sensed 

60  Antique  auto 
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My  summer: 

COMPLETED 
47  LEVELS 
ON 

DUNGEONS 
OF  DOOM 


Why  take  courses  this  summer? 


□  Complete  your  core  □  Graduate  sooner 
□  Reduce  your  (parents’)  costs 


AVAILABLE  CLASSES: 


ACCT  2101, 2102  •  ARTS  1110  •  BCOM  2285  •  CBIS  2220  •  CHEM 1151 

•  CSCI 1000  •  ECON  2100, 2105, 2106  •  EDUC  2120, 2130  •  ENGL  21 10 

•  FREN 1101, 1102  •  GEOG 1101  •  HIST  1131, 1132, 2112  •  HSCS  2823 

•  KINS  2323, 2331  •  MATH  1001, 1101, 1111, 1113, 1261, 1262, 2600  • 
NRSG  0002*  POLS  1150  •  PSYC 1101  •  SOCI 1121  •  SPAN  1001, 1002 

•THEA1105 


REGISTER  TODAY! 


Georgia 

College 


GEORGIA'S  PUBLIC  LIBERAL  ARTS  UNIVERSITY 


gcsu.edu/summer 


March  28,  2014*  Editor;  Scott  Carranza 


Stephanie  House,  a  senior  creative  writing 
major,  played  the  ghost  of  the  mother,  a  character 
that  added  more  emotional  drive  to  the  story. 

“It’s  a  complicated  play  but  I  think  it’s  very 
cathartic,  and  it  gives  you  an  outlet  at  the  end  of 
the  play,”  House  said.  “People  will  be  relieved 
and  not  sad.  People  will  feel  like  a  weight  has 
been  lifted  off  them.  It’s  always  helpful  to  see 
things  from  a  different  perspective,” 

House’s  ghost  of  Susan  is  meant  to  evoke 
memories  that  the  siblings  have  of  their  mother. 
She  is  on  the  stage  unknown  to  her  children,  re¬ 
acting  to  what  they  say.  Her  words  are  the  things 
she  always  told  them. 

“My  idea  about  it  is,  that  these  past  few 
months  [have]  been  the  first  time  that  she’s  out 
of  her  body,  which  is  your  home,  so  it’s  kind  of 
like  becoming  homeless  for  the  first  time,”  House 
said.  “It’s  scary,  and  you  feel  very  exposed  the 
whole  time.  I  think  by  the  end  of  the  play  she 
embraces  that  and  says,  ‘OK,  this  is  me  now.  This 
has  always  been  me,  but  now  I’m  not  trapped  or 
limited.’” 

Prochaska  spoke  of  the  realism  of  the  charac¬ 
ters  that  she  expects  students  will  be  able  to  relate 
to,  even  if  they  have  never  lost  a  loved  one. 

“What  everyone  will  find  in  it  is  a  little  bit  of 
their  own  family,”  Prochaska  said.  “Our  play¬ 
wright,  Catherine  Rush,  has  created  very  real 
people  and  they  are  easily  moldable  to  be  your 
family,  my  family,  somebody  else’s  family.  So 
it’s  easy  to  identify  with  them.  When  they  are  fi¬ 
nally  able  to  bury  their  mother  it  touches  your 
heart.” 

Kayleigh  Mikell,  a  freshman  theatre  major, 
who  plays  the  older,  still-single  sister  Portia, 
found  that  she  loved  being  directed  by  a  student. 

“It’s  different  than  being  directed  by  a  faculty 
member.  It’s  much  more  carefree,”  Mikell  said. 
“Sarah  has  been  really  good  at  directing  us  . . .  We 
[even]  did  a  whole  week  of  cast  bonding.” 

Because  the  play  is  only  23  minutes  long,  the 
actors  and  director  have  had  plenty  of  time  to 
work  on  each  character  individually,  which  can 
be  impossible  for  larger  productions. 

“[Sarah  taught  us]  that  the  actor  is  using  the 
body  as  an  instrument,”  House  said.  “This  play 
has  a  lot  of  movement  without  words  . . .  It’s  in¬ 
teresting  to  see  how  she’s  getting  us  to  develop 
the  character’s  physicality.” 

The  playwright  will  join  the  cast  on  opening 
night  for  a  talk  with  the  audience  and  to  view  her 
production  for  the  first  time. 

The  members  of  the  production  said  that  they 
are  more  excited  than  nervous  to  meet  the  play¬ 
wright.  They  have  had  web-cam  chat  sessions 
with  Rush  and  discussed  the  characters  at  length 
but  have  never  met  her  face-to-face. 

“[Rush]  said  it  was  our  job  to  bring  [the  play] 
to  life;  whatever  [we  thought]  each  character 
would  do,  then  do  it,”  Mikell  said. 

Prochaska  hopes  that  the  play  will  encour¬ 
age  diversity  at  GC  and  inspire  students  to  take 
up  traveling  abroad,  an  experience  that  she  says 
changed  her  life. 

“I’m  a  student  who’s  very  into  diversity  and 
international  education,”  Prochaska  said.  “It’s  so 
vital  and  such  an  important  part  of  who  you  are 
to  learn  about  other  cultures.  I  think  that  this  play 
does  just  that:  It  draws  attention  to  what  Geor¬ 
gia  College  needs.  I  think  if  every  student  took  a 
little  bit  of  what  they  love  and  brought  it  to  GC, 
then  by  their  senior  year,  it’s  a  better  place.” 


THESHOW  IS  FOR  MATURE 
AUDIENCE  MEMBERS. 
ADMISSION  FOR  GC  STUDENTS  IS 
$2  AND  $4  FOR  THE  PUBLIC. 


Stephanie  House, 
senior  creative  writing  major 


v\ 


Jfa:..  :W\. 

■  F7,  *  ♦  •  .  \ *  1  t  •  ■  • 


Arts  and  Letters  winner  debuts  play  about  family  loss 


Ashley  Miller 
Senior  Reporter 

History  will  be  made  in  Georgia  College’s 
Max  Noah  Recital  Hall  this  weekend. 

The  GC  Department  of  Theatre  will  produce 
the  world-premiere  staging  of  the  prize-winning 
play  “The  Sum  of  Me”  on  Friday  and  Saturday, 
March  28-29,  at  8  p.m. 

The  play,  written  by  Catherine  Rush,  won 
the  $  1 ,000  grand  prize  last  year  in  the  Arts  and 
Letters  Prize  contest.  The  play  was  selected  as  a 
senior  directing  capstone  for  Sarah  Prochaska,  a 
graduating  theatre  major. 

“My  challenge  was  to  take  my  theatre  major 
and  my  international  studies  plan  and  incorporate 
the  two  of  them  into  a  capstone,”  Prochaska  said. 
“I  chose  directing  because  I  really  love  the  col¬ 
laborative  part  of  it.  I  like  to  create,  help  other 
achieve  their  goals,  and  I  feel  like  this  was  the 
best  way  for  me  to  do  that.” 

The  play  centers  on  three  adult  siblings  who 
have  gathered  in  France  to  make  peace  among 
themselves  after  their  mother’s  death.  Although 
the  play  sounds  like  it  has  the  potential  to  be  a 
tear-jerker,  it  is  more  about  self-discovery  and 
the  importance  of  family. 

“It’s  a  complicated  play  but  I 
think  it’s  very  cathartic,  and  it 
gives  you  an  outlet  at  the  end.” 


“I 


Becky  Slack  /  Staff  Photographer 

(Above)  From  left  to  right,  Kayleigh  Mikell,  Will  Morris  and  Lyssa  Hoganson  portray  a  group  of  siblings  struggling  with  the  burial  of  their  mother.  (Bottom-right) 
Stephanie  House  portrays  the  ghost  of  their  mother  and  is  present  during  most  of  the  scenes.  (Bottom-left)  The  mother  watches  over  her  children  as  a  spirit. 


SJ  LV 


_ 


Dance  festival  jetes  onto  campus 


CONSTANTINA  KOKENES  /  SENIOR  PHOTOGRAPHER 
The  American  College  Dance  Festival  Association 
drew  hundreds  of  dancers  from  across  the  South¬ 
east.  Each  day  consisted  of  classes  taught  by  pro¬ 
fessors  and  students  from  across  the  country  that 
dancers  could  attend,  with  styles  ranging  from  Ballet 
to  Afro-Fusion  dance.  At  the  end  of  each  day,  there 
would  be  a  performance  where  schools’  dances 
were  adjudicated.  Each  performance  contained  a 
mix  of  both  faculty  and  student  choreography.  Some 
were  classical,  some  were  awe-inspiring  and  some 
were  edgy.  A  few  were  just  weird.  On  the  last  day, 
in  addition  to  a  last  couple  classes,  there  was  a  Gala 
with  adjudicator-selected  dances. 
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FRESH 

FACES 


From  records  to  reality,  landlord 
Don  Braxley  shares  music  history 


Sarah  Grace 
Contributing  Reporter 

The  period  when  the  record  player  consis¬ 
tently  spun  its  course  to  melodies  by  Bob  Dylan 
or  Janis  Joplin,  and  the  phrase  “free  love”  be¬ 
came  a  lifestyle,  was  “a  time  full  of  great  fun, 
great  music  and  great  people”  said  Milled- 
geville  native  Don  Braxley. 

Despite  his  current  job  as  the  owner  of  Deep 
South  Realty,  his  attic’s  growing  collection  of 
records  and  his  silver-gray  ponytail  show  that 
his  hippie  nature  and  musical  experiences  are 
forever  nestled  in  his  soul. 

In  the  late  1960s,  managing  bands  was  a 
dream  of  Braxley ’s,  and  he  was  always  try¬ 
ing  to  get  involved  with  his  musically-inclined 
friends.  A  handful  of  his  best  friends  played  in  a 
top  40  dance  band,  but  split  up  after  high  school 
in  1972.  The  music  brought  them  back  together 
in  their  college  years,  when  they  asked  Braxley 
to  be  their  manager.  From  Ozo  to  Oconee,  this 
emergent  jazz  band’s  name  was  officially  estab¬ 
lished. 

Braxley  was  in  and  out  of  small  studios,  con¬ 
sistently  striving  to  work  his  way  toward  mak¬ 
ing  business  with  well-known  bands. 

During  a  typical  afternoon  in  his  small  Ma¬ 
con  office,  a  call  came  in  on  his  bright-red  desk 
phone.  Paragon  Agency,  which  represented 
bands  such  as  the  Allman  Brothers  Band,  the 
Charlie  Daniels  Band  and  Lynyrd  Skynyrd,  of¬ 
fered  Braxley  a  position  as  the  booking  agent. 

“I  felt  like  I  was  a  rock  star,  but  I  was  re¬ 
ally  just  the  dude  in  the  office  making  calls,” 
Braxley  said.  He  remembers  spending  days  on 
end  calling  hundreds  of  colleges  in  the  North¬ 
east  to  book  the  Allman  Brothers  for  a  few 
shows. 

John  Huie,  booking  agent  partner  at  Paragon 
Agency,  said,  “Don  was  passionate  about  the 
business,  and  loved  Southern  rock  music,  so  we 
got  along  real  well.” 

The  agency  hired  a  band  from  England 
to  come  play  in  Milledgeville  in  1978,  and 
Braxley  was  responsible  for  picking  them  up 
from  the  Atlanta  airport  in  a  shiny  black  1975 
Cadillac  DeVille  and  taking  them  to  their  tour 
destinations. 

It  was  the  band’s  first  time  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  first  stop  was  Milledgeville. 

The  band’s  name?  The  Police. 

The  concert  was  in  what  is  currently  known 
as  Asian  Bistro  in  downtown  Milledgeville.  In 
a  span  of  six  months,  the  group  went  from  play- 


“I  spent  a  solid  15  years  in  the 
music  business,  but  eventu¬ 
ally  I  wanted  a  family.  I  knew 
I  couldn’t  have  babies  if  I  was 
still  a  booking  agent,  because  I 
was  constantly  surrounded  by 
crazy  women  and  illegal  drugs.” 

Don  Braxley, 
Deep  South  Realtor 

ing  in  small-town  bars  to  selling  out  stadiums 
in  big  cities. 

Braxley  swivels  in  his  desk  chair  thinking 
back  on  those  times. 

“There  were  many  perks  of  being  a  hippie. 
Women  didn’t  wear  bras  during  the  free  love 
movement,  which  resulted  in  me  frequently 
turning  my  neck  and  accidentally  running  into 
things,”  Braxley  said  with  a  grin. 

Amanda  Oglesby,  a  tenant  of  Braxley ’s,  said, 
“Every  month  I  go  into  his  office  to  pay  my  rent, 
it  never  fails  that  he  shows  me  a  different  trinket 
accompanied  by  a  story,  whether  it  be  a  signed 
album  or  a  photograph  from  his  college  days.” 

He  keeps  a  picture  of  he  and  his  wife  Jane 
from  the  1970s  on  his  desk.  In  the  photo,  Don 
has  a  full  beard  and  hair  to  his  shoulders. 

“There  was  an  off-point  in  my  career  while  I 
needed  to  grow  up  and  settle  down  a  bit,”  Don 
said. 

He  and  his  wife  worked  as  social  workers  at 
Central  State  Hospital  for  a  few  years  providing 
counseling  and  care  to  mentally  ill  patients. 

“Don  was  probably  the  worst  social  worker 
in  the  history  of  mankind,”  Jane  Braxley  said. 
“No  career  would  ever  be  as  enjoyable  to  him 
as  working  with  the  guys  from  the  agency 
and  hanging  with  band  members  backstage  at 
shows.” 

One  morning  before  work  in  his  heyday,  he 
took  a  call  from  his  band  buddies  from  Oconee. 

“Don,  we  are  back  on  the  road  and  we  are  go¬ 
ing  to  be  rock  stars,  what  do  you  say?”  Oconee 
band  member  and  close  friend  Mike  Mills  said. 

Don  skeptically  told  his  wife  about  the  pro¬ 
posal,  knowing  that  there  was  no  way  she  would 
agree  to  him  getting  back  in  the  business. 

Jane  put  down  her  newspaper,  intertwined 
her  hands  into  a  fist  and  said,  “OK,  just  be  safe.” 


SUIT  UP 

It’s  time  to  take  action. 


What  will  your  legacy  be? 


Apply  fora  position  at 

The  Colonnade 


•  Social  Media  Manager 

•  Leisure  Editor 

•  Web  Master 

•  Assistant  Ad  Manager 


•  Assistant  News  Editor 

•  Assistant  A&E  Editor 

•  Assistant  Sports  Editor 

•  Assistant  Photo  Editor 


Applications  in  MSU  128  mid-March  to 
early  April.  More  details  to  come. 


Sarah  Grace  /  Contributing  Photographer 
Posing  with  his  closet  of  dusty  records  from  a  time  long  gone,  Don  Braxley  is  now  a  realtor  in  Milledgeville. 
Braxley  has  seen  his  fair  share  of  famous  bands,  including  driving  The  Police  to  their  tour  destinations. 


When  Don  returned  to  Paragon  Agency  he 
got  a  call  from  a  high  school  boy,  proposing  that 
he  consider  being  the  manager  of  his  new  band. 
Don  asked  to  hear  a  few  songs  from  them  in  a 
local  studio  first,  and  after  getting  an  “earful  of 
chaos,”  as  Don  called  it,  the  band’s  offer  was 
turned  down. 

Several  years  later,  the  music  group  added 
and  subtracted  a  few  members  and  became 
R.E.M. 

“This  is  why  I  am  the  average  old  guy  sell¬ 
ing  real  estate  now  and  no  longer  in  the  music 
industry.  Every  time  I  listen  to  one  of  their  al¬ 


bums,  all  I  can  think  about  is  how  I  could  be 
working  with  one  of  my  favorite  bands  of  all 
time,  but  I  suppose  it  was  someone  else’s  turn,” 
Don  said. 

“I  spent  a  solid  15  years  in  the  music  busi¬ 
ness,  but  eventually  I  wanted  a  family.  I  knew 
that  I  couldn’t  have  babies  if  I  was  still  a  book¬ 
ing  agent,  because  I  was  constantly  surrounded 
by  crazy  women  and  illegal  drugs.” 

After  20  years  as  the  owner  of  Deep  South 
Realty,  he  displays  his  “hippies  use  backdoor,” 
sign  in  his  office’s  front  lobby,  symbolizing  ful¬ 
filling  experiences  and  fond  memories. 


iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

FREE  Pregnancy  Testing 
FREE  Limited  Obstetrical  Ultrasound 
FREE  Information  &  Resources 


A  Place  of  Hope 


Hours : 

Monday  3-7  p.m 
Tuesday- Thursday  10-4  p.m 


451  S.  Wayne  St. 

Milledgeville,  Ga. 
Next  Door  to  CVS 


Call  us  at  (478)452-7376 

OR 

1 -800-395-HELP  (24  hours) 
www.  optionline,  org 
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SPOTLIGHT 


Double ,  double  toil  and  trouble.  Identical  twins ,  Maggie  and  Lily  Robins  are  still 
best  friends  even  after  20  years  spent  side  by  side,  going  to  the  same  university 


Q:  What  do  you  like  about  being  a 
twin? 

A:  Growing  up,  we  were  always  in  the 
same  class,  even  though  they  sat  us  on 
completely  opposite  sides  of  the  room.  So 
you  always  have  a  friend,  which  is  nice. 
You  don’t  have  to  do  anything  alone. 

Q:  Describe  Lily. 

A:  Lily  is  very  emotional,  not  in  a  bad 
way.  She  wants  to  be  friends  with  every¬ 
body  which  is  a  really  great  quality.  She 
is  more  vocal  about  her  feelings.  She 
won’t  tell  you  what  she’s  feeling,  but 
when  she  will,  she  goes  all  out  and  tell 
you  everything  she’s  feeling  and  want  to 
talk  about  it. 

Q:  Did  you  share  a  room  growing  up? 


A:  We  shared  a  room  from  when  we 
were  bom  to  about  14.  We  actu¬ 
ally  had  the  option  to  get  different 
rooms.  I  had  my  own  room,  but  I 
was  too  scared  to  sleep  in  it  by  my¬ 
self  so  I  would  go  into  [Lily’s]  room 
at  night. 

Q:  Do  you  live  together  now? 

A:  We  live  literally  right  next 
door  to  each  other.  It’s  nice 
living  next  door.  I  walk 
next  door  and  can  borrow 
a  bunch  of  clothes  and 
stuff.  It’s  a  short  distance 
to  share  clothes  and  to 
hang  out. 

Q:  Do  you  still  spend 
time  together? 

A:  We  like  to  hang  out 
a  lot.  I  think  because 
we’re  so  different,  we 
make  better  friends.  We 
hang  out  all  the  time, 
probably  every  day 

Q:  What  are  some 
funny  things  you 
did  growing 
up? 

A:  When  we 
were  a  little 
older,  8  [or]  9, 
we  had  a  bed¬ 
room  on  the 
first  floor  of  our 
house,  and  we 
would  open  the 
windows  and 
just  ran¬ 
domly 
leave. 


Q:  What  do  you  like  about  be¬ 
ing  a  twin? 

A:  I  definitely  would  say  the 
built-in  best  friend  thing.  When 
we  moved  to  Georgia,  we  started 
high  school.  We  went  to  a  private 
Christian  school  with  a  class  size 
of  about  70  kids,  to  [a]  Georgia 
public  school,  which  is  a  class 
size  of  about  400.  Doing  that 
and  walking  in  your  first  day, 
not  knowing  a  single  per¬ 
son,  and  having  to  try  and 
figure  that  out.  It’s  so 
much  better  with  some¬ 
one  that  you  can  experi¬ 
ence  it  with.  You’re  go¬ 
ing  through  the  exact  same 
thing,  you’re  meeting  the 
exact  same  people,  we’re 
going  [through]  the  exact 
same  thing. 

Q:  What  do  you  dislike 
about  being  a  twin? 

A:  You  have  to  share  ev¬ 
erything.  We’re  so  differ¬ 
ent  in  the  fact  that  our 
attitudes  are  so  different. 

Q:  Describe  Maggie. 

A:  Maggie’s  more  out¬ 
spoken  and  more  gen¬ 
erally  blunt  and  some 
would  even  go  as  far 
to  say  aggressive. 

Q:  What  were 
you  two 
like  grow¬ 
ing  up? 


Lily,  a  sophomore  Spanish  major 


A:  I  would  say  mischief  is  the  big¬ 
gest  thing.  We’ve  always  been  lit¬ 
erally  side-by-side  together,  and  so 
when  we  were  little,  we  were  really 
rambunctious.  We  had  two  baby 
gates  stacked  on  top  of  each  other 
because  we  would  climb  over  the 
first  one.  We  would  climb  on  top 
of  the  counters.  We  ate  everything. 
We’ve  always  pushed  each  other  be¬ 
cause  we’re  very  competitive. 

Q:  How  did  your  parents  know 
which  twin  you  were? 

A:  When  we  were  newborns,  my 
mom  painted  [Maggie’s]  toenails 
red,  so  she  could  make  sure  she 
knew  which  one  was  which.  Now, 
she  calls  us  every  name  in  the  book. 


CLEANERS 


Call  us  at  (478)  454-1231 

1880  N.  Columbia  St.,  next  to  Krystal 


We  have  to  step  forward  into  our  future  and  work  together  to  understand  each  other.  We  have  to  work  with  one  another  to  get  rid  of 
intolerance.  People  have  suggested  that  discrimination  doesn't  exist,  or  that  we  simply  need  to  stop  talking  about  it  in  order  to  make  it 
disappear.  This  is  not  an  option  and  ignoring  a  situation  never  makes  it  better.  It  is  time  for  us  to  have  a  family  conversation  and  to  act  on 
it.  It  is  an  uncomfortable  conversation,  but  it  is  far  more  uncomfortable  to  those  who  are  targets  of  such  animosity  and  hostility. 


The  following  list  of  names  consists  of  a  small  sample  of  the  GC  community  who  decided  to  come  together  and  stop  the  hate.  We  will  not 
continue  to  put  up  with  hateful  words,  thoughts  or  actions  towards  anyone  of  any  race,  sexual  orientation,  sex,  gender  identity  and 
expression,  religion  or  ability.  Our  fight  against  hateful  speech  and  actions  doesn't  end  with  the  words  on  this  message.  Please  join  us  in 
our  continuous  fight  against  ALL  forms  of  discrimination  and  hatred. 


Signed: 


Andy  Lewter 

Marianne  Edwards 

Zykerious  Crawford 

Jan  Clark 

Alexa  Williams 

Bethan  Adams 

Carl  Roose 

Allison  Blanchard 

Marley  Robinson 

Bruce  Harshbarger 

Callie  Barton 

John  Bowen 

Olufunke  A.  Fontenot 

Casey  Boutwell 

Samantha  Riggs 

Valerie  Aranda 

Moriah  Thomas 

Robert  Baugh 

Jonathan  Meyer 

Emily  Cook 

Joy  Mastrosimone 

Dr.  Teresa  King 

Kayla  Doetsch 

Lindsey  Greene 

Denice  Carroll 

Addison  Eugene 

Runee  B.  Sallad 

Nicole  Henschel 

Stacy  Smith 

Sara  Faircloth 

Lexi  Scott 

Gordon  Thomas 

Amber  Lewis 

Kelsie  McDuffie 

Ginny  Crocker 

Nathan  Spinosi 

Mary  Showalter 

Dr.  Mark  Causey 

Tarea  Edwards 

Nora  Wall 

Katie  Jackson 

Grace  Nichols 

Terri  Bloodworth 

Madison  Branch 

Ben  Dover 

Will  Little 

Jude  Marr 

LizSpeelman 

Jessi  Jay 

Stewart  Rich 

Kellie  Pitts 

Erin  Sims 

Lauren  Harbor 

Seymour  Ranus 

Antonio  Barajas 

Dr.  Karen  Berman 

Keisha  H.  Foston 

Oscar  M.  Licon 

Grace  London 

Katelyn  Simmons 

Robianna  Hill 

Elena  Deloach 

Alan  McGough 

Stacey  Milner 

Cassie  Martin 

Kati  Dudman 

Connie  H.  Rickenbaker,  Ph.D. 

Martin  Lammon 

Mark  Huddle 

Jennifer  L.  Hill 

Tamette  Farrington 

Mackenzie  Jones 

Leah  Eller 

Jennifer  Cash  Birch 

Martha  Daugherty 

Cecelia  Borgman 

Natalie  Flanders 

Anna  Burton 

Sofia  Sifnaios 

Shaundra  Walker 

Nikki  Gilbert 

Matt  Gaines 

Donovan  Domingue 

Hudson  Wingfield 

Kayla  Albright 

Andrea  Byrnes 

Allyson  Epps 

Adam  Jeremy  Johnson 

Rachel  Hyde 

Cassandra  Wright 

Bailey  Moran 

Darryl  Richardson 

Tishlyn  Johnson 

Aimee  Lewis 

Brian  Elliott 

Mary  Roberts 

Katie  Sperry 

Daniel  Arnold 

Hang  Su 

Karissa  Martin 

Amanda  J.  Respess 

Teresa  C.  Davis 

Taylor  Brown 

Heidi  H.  Fowler 

Blake  Miller 

Carolyn  Vinson 

Reese  Vinson 

Monica  Delisa 

Melissa  Bryan 

Dr.  Sally  Humphries 

Gabrielle  Williams 

Dr.  Rob  Sumowski 

Rachel  Estridge 

Mia  McMahon 

Solimar  Frias 

Catherine  Zecha 

Lyndall  Muschell 

Rachel  Stephens 

Erika  Mims 

Marisol  Osorio 

Kevin  Blanch 

Mike  Augustine 

Lawrence  Gordon 

Daniela  Mercado-Rivas 

Sarah  Watters 

Matthew  Oliver 

Rebecca  Reed 

Miah  Arnold 

Candace  Kobbe 

Lori  Burns 

Jessica  Floyd 

Mary  Schechinger 

Bethany  Hull 

Haley  Brannan 

Jalen  Milner 

Anastasia  Kerr 

Kelly  Schomber 

Stephen  Greenway 

Jennifer  McKeen  Rodrigues 

Eric  Griffis 

Jordan  Williams 

Sarah  Goldstrom 

Bethany  Benz 

Kate  Ward 

Danielle  Williams 

Pat  Wilkins 

Ashlyn  Douglas 

Kaitlin  Forbes 

Sarah  Fisher 

Tom  Miles 

Nicole  M.  DeClouette 

Andrew  Shiver 

Veronica  'Cree'Stefler 

Sarah  Burman 

Hope  McDonald 

Victoria  F.  Ferree 

Maggie  Finch 

Caralyn  Zehnder 

Tynisha  Harris 

Lindsay  Rozier 

Sheridan  Nadeau 

Azaria  Hogans 

Haja  Sheriff 

Maria  E.  Gordon 

Sgt.  Cyndi  Johnson 

Senitra  Syas 

Brian  Chesnut 

Gina  Webber 

Kelsi  Brooks 

Owen  Clark 

Jerome  Brown 

Jordan  Butler 

Steven  Elliott-Gower 

Darby  McNally 

Ayanna  Hemphill 

Andi  Shen 

Beate  Czogalla 

Kelli  Brown 

Rosalie  Richards 

Eric  Griffis 

Sean  McAleer 

Evelyn  Thomas 

Susan  Spencer 

Rosa  Davis 

Toi  Franks 

Graham  Crawford 

Chelsea  Head 

Nancy  Beasley 

Brittany  Curry 

Rachel  Gordon 

Richard  Schulte 

Ben  Coke 

Anthony  Gordon 

Dr.  Sharon  L.  Careccia 

Whitney  Herman 

Mackenzie  Davidson 

Douglas  Keith 

Taylor  Solomon 

Morgan  Worley 

Mollie  Russell 

Tamra  Voll 

Evelyn  Palm 

Laura  Kenney 

Jeanne  Haslam 

Danielle  Blount 

Olivia  Todd 

Troy  Hencely 

Chelsea  M.  Cooper 

Cindy  Bowen 

Avery  Kemp 

Robert  Orr 

Julia  Field-Green 

Hannah  Foster 

Shirley  Breeze 

Tyler  Savage 

Sarah  Rose  Remmes 

Randy  Francis 

Simone  Bridgeforth 

Katie  Stanhope 

Amelia  Zuver 

Scott  Phelts 

Nicole  Moyo 

Alienor  Meynard 

Mark  Duclos 

Corissa  Duffey 

Crystal  Kalish 

Savario  L.  Spencer 

Alexea  Mullins 

Dr.  Stephen  Wilson 

Connor  Johnson 

Heidi  Mead 

Bereket  Ayele 

Brianna  Riley 

Jordan  Butler 

Sydney  Niemi 

Claudia  Delbasso 

Stacey  Lumley 

Mikayla  Gallo 

Josefina  Endere 

Leah-Kathryn  Collier 

Sara  Ellen  Wood 

Sandra  Hill 

Anneliese  Heinisch 

Daniel  Montenegro 

Lori  Monney 

Sean  Grimes 

Katherine  Stilley 

Cassady  Harkins 

Aimee  Petitt 

Alison  Strickland 

Bobby  Egnor 

Chuck  Cherry 

David  Patch 

Kell  Carpenter 

Gregg  Kaufman 

Michelle  Hightower 

John  Sirmans 

Coco  Esser 

Madelyn  Turner 

Jerry  Williams 

Emmanuel  Little 

Madison  Junod 

Rhonda  Roberson 

Tina  Alvarez 

Dayana  Aparicio 

Joe  Mocnik 

Brandon  Crockett 

Andrew  Braddam 

Hannah  Young 

Ernesto  R.  Gomez 

Valerie  Acquaviva 

Monica  Starley 

Veronica  Guerrini 

Elizabeth  Poole 

Libby  Davis 

Annsley  Boulineau 

Marsha  Brockman 

Brianna  Benz 

Ja'Monica  Wright 

Brooke  Jennings 

Sarah  A.  Applebury 

Shannon  Fitzgerald 

Emily  Randall 

Ernesqueshia  Parker 

Travis  Chain 

Amanda  Wallace 

Lisa  Herndon 

Solimar  Frias 

Sophia  Markowich 

Dixie  Turner 

Mary  Magoulick 

Jenna  Zwiren 

Rebecca  A.  Miles 

TJ  Sterrenberg 

Chris  Greer 

Brittnee  Robbins 

A'leyah  Finley 

Thomas  Vity 

Doug  Monroe 

Laura  Ritter 

Michael  Rickenbaker 

Mike  Gleason 

Min  Suk  Ha 

Emmalyn  Huddleston 

Amanda  Pitts 

TishalTurknett 

Marci  Thacker 

Edgardo  Delgado 

Alrick  L.  Banks 

Ben  Kappel 

Pate  McMichael 

Lauren  Bracken 

Jessica  Craigg 

Sandra  Worsham 

Aanjae  Patterson 

Caitlin  O'Toole 

Linda  Bradley 

Kristin  Lawson 

Clarissa  Jones  Cavender 

Alice  Loper 

Taylor  Baxley 

Rachel  K.  Vandergriff 

Rosalie  Richards 

Gerri  Osbourne 

Alissa  Marchat 

Jim  Lidstone 

Michael  Lerzo 

Bouthaina  Badri 

Kathleen  Fadler 

Andrew  Rutter 

Alecia  Carlisle 

Cassie  Lee  Napier 

Kayla  Merritt 

Dana  Ziemba 

Kalina  Manoylov 

Macon  McGinley 

Natalia  Arenas-Pena 

Jen  Russell 

Dr.  Jennifer  Flory 

Drs.  Larry  &  Kwan  Christenson 

Michelle  Mitchell 

Ellen  Gaither 

Priya  Singh 

Rachel  Shelden 

Samantha  Barrow 

Julie  Murdock 

Tyler  Zecker 

Maurine  Martin 

Kirtan  Patel 

Paul  F.  Sedor  II 

Leaf  Ballard 

Leah  Dannenberg 

Dr.  Carol  Christy 

Kayla  Keefer 

Lanie  Norton 

Dr.  Lana  A.  McDowell 

Nicole  Paul 

Phyllis  Reeves 

Tessa  Chronister 

Tshay  Dundas 

Jennie  Pless 

Lyndsey  Creal 

Zach  Brown 

Katherine  Verdi 

Emily  Fox 

Meredith  LeVan 

Shayna  Markel 

Devin  Mueller 

Cindy  McClanahan 

Tina  Ng 

Megan  Bowen 

Ling  Yang 

Sarah  Cook 

Janice  Pillay 

Netta  Ben-Hashal 

Lydia  LaMonte 

Charles  R.  Reeves  II 

Gabrielle  Parks 

Amy  Landau 

Lori  Strawder 

Naomi  Hartman 

Luis  Jimenez 

Tess  Lyle 

Keegan  T.  Wilkinson 

Hope  Clark 

Luke  Wagner 

Hafa  Sheriff 

Isabel  Bryan  Barks 

Michael  Pangia 

Lindsey  Phillips 

Mallory  Sofferin 

JeffTurner 

Mary  Thomas 

Mikayla  Sparks 

Sarah  Jeffery 

Shanea  Baker 

Anshika  Rimal 

Hannah  Hagley 

Carsen  Harris 

Jeannine  Torres 

Shirley  Breeze 

Dr.  Kristin  English 

Kate  Crye 

Joe  Mocnik 

Melanie  Ford 

Anna  Fault 

Donna  Bennett 

Merry  Zohn 

Flor  Bondal 

Kathryn  Salvino 

Kendra  M.  Castelow 

Kendall  M.  Stiles 

Rebecca  Swann 

Lexi  Williams 

Heather  Holladay 

Dr.  Chavonda  Mills 

Ashley  Evans  Taylor 

Greta  Pritchett 

Taylor  Hembree 

Gregory  Teasley 

Rachelle  Bowser 

Ernesto  R.  Gomez 

Yolanda  Weems 

Rachel  Taylor 

Patti  Weimer 

Jada  Johnson 

Annalyse  Pierce 

Dr.  Patti  Tolbert 

Mitchell  Moore 

Amrita  Dey 

Grace  Livingston 

Laura  Moreno 

Evan  Ivey 

Candiss  Hill 

Joi  Thomas 

The  Debunkers 

Ca la ndra  Yvette  Kitchens 

Elizabeth  Venable 

Callie  Rowe 

Emily  Davis 

Keri  Pompey 

Amber  Woodall 

Frances  H.  Sanford 

Tyler  Scroggs 

Warner  A.  Belanger,  III 

Bradley  Higgins 

Dr.  Sandra  Copeland 

Kayla  Ludicke 

David  Paulsson 

Bill  Fisher 

Rebecca  Showalter 

Alyson  Smith 

Sean  O'Leary 

Sarah  Jones 

Karen  Paz 

Wilbert  C.  Bryant,  Jr. 

Sara  Cordova 

Tyler  Bosque 

Leon  Johnson 

Emily  Snook 

Hannah  M  Crosby 

Erika  St.Clair 

Abby  Norman 

Susan  Demmon 

Holly  Cheryn  Hodges 

Kaitlin  Smith 

Elyssa  Poretsky 

Max  Fisher 

Kathryn  Stanley 

Louise  Layson 

Dr.  Allison  VandeVoort 

Dr.  Linda  Keen-Rocha 

Joe  Windish 

Ashley  Brennan 

Nora  Anderson 

Matt  LeBlanc 

Simone  Bridgeforth 

Lindsey  Roth 

Emilee  Hart 

Chloe  Odell 

Sydney  O'Neill 

Bradley  Koch,  PhD 

Lidia  Morrison 

Meghan  Tucker 

Dori  Bolak 

Calia  Howse 

Amber  Bowen 

Dr.  Debbie  Greene 

SigismundTetteh 

Hannah  Elrod 

Omega  Hedgepeth 

Jessica  Dennison 

Hannah  Smith 

Meghan  Brieck 

Nisy  Hardon 

Tamara  Liz  Rivera-Hyde 

Austin  Schuman 

Ann  L.  Portwood 

Doreen  Sams 

Nadirah  Z.  Mayweather 

Thomas  Bolton 

Anika  Bailey 

Jennifer  Price 

Dr.  Veronica  Womack 

Lindsey  Tavel 

Ashley  S.  Quinn 

Julie  Andrews  Cook 

Kimberly  Moore 

BEAR  Powelski 

Eva  Brown 

Savannah  Harrison 

Stewart  Rich 

Tracy  Stevens 

Mo  Smith 

Saliyha  Johnson 

Colleen  Purdy 

Leeann  Kelley 

Hannah  Greene 

Trent  DaichiTsunafuji 

Amanda  Selby 

Joe  Paschal 

Julia  Splittorff 

Jim  Owens 

Ralph  David  Ladd 

Dr.  Martha  M.Colvin 

Kimberly  Wilson 

Kelly  Jean  Huey 

Anna  Agyao 

Delaney  Yellott 

Mary  Plauche 

Mackenzie  Rexroth 

MarkGainous 

Mary  Bendin 

Lauren  Hargrove 

Dr.  Maureen  Horgan 

Megan  M.  Smith 

Adria  Freshley 

Abigail  Romeo 

Russ  Gardner 

Jacob  Anthont 

Shanteona  Keys 

Stephen  Carroll 

Elizabeth  Victoria  Yorker 

Sadie  Staples 

Christopher  Spriggs 

Hannah  Yoder 

Rachel  Sullivan 

Dept,  of  History 

Shane  Moritz 

Kyle  Sorrells 

Ally  Herrington 

Katy  Jones 

Teresa  Duggan 

Erin  Houchin 

Mary  Mason  Beale 

Robbie  0.  Hattaway  Jr. 

and  Geography 

Jarrett  Martin 

Laura  Mender 

Gracie  Mobley 

Will  Morris 

Michelle  Hanley 

Abigal  Dillon 

Brooke  Devereaux 

Amanda  Pitts 

Barbara  Jackson 

Roger  William  Moxley,  Jr. 

Dr.  Eustace  Palmer 

Christopher  Newsome 

Susan  Allen 

Jolena  Yao 

Cooper  Morgan 

JP  McKenzie 

Sabrina  L.  Horn 

Steve  Dorman 

Diamond  Childs 

Sequena  Moon 

Dr.  Brandon  Samples 

Dr.  Carrie  Cook 

Shelby  Cloud 

Kevin  Morris 

Kristin  Lukich 

Cristalei  Polk 

Catie  Aubuchon 

Meagan  Lyon 

Dr.  Arash  Bodaghee 

Madison  Brazell 

Mariah  Backus 

Megan  E.  Murphy 

Carly  Davis 

Lauren  Gainey 

Sunny  Tran 

David  M.  Smith 

Mary  Jane  Phillips 

Jasmine  Barnes 

Jessica  Machado 

Melanie  Latty 

Jt  Hoover 

Mikalah  Stewart 

Mary  Robbin  Pittard 

Robert  Vivalo 

Diana  Young 

Alexandra  Campos  Castillo 

Aliyah  Gilenson 

Paola  Hinojosa 

Edith  Kate  Quattlebaum 

Mark  Pelton 

Jennifer  Clark 

Catie  Tinker 

Jenny  Harris 

Alexa  DeLeva 

Kayleigh  Bradley 

Whitney  Gray 

Ala  Bishop 

Jonathan  Gwaltney 

Milton  Dean 

Jim  Owens 

Jessica  Love 

Emily  Morris 

Janet  Wyndham-Quin 

Julia  Metzker 

Elise  M.  FitzGerald 

Arnold  Wade 

Jeff  Crain 

Hannah  Bowling 

Brittany  Danzig 

Kendall  Taylor 

Jeffrey  Jones 

Ashton  Passino 

Shanea  Baker 

Leona  Schilling 

Shirain  Banner 

Molly  Randolph 

Powell  Alday 

Heather  Prochaska 

Sarah  K.  Lenz 

Kathryn  Tapp 

Aubree  Doernberg 

Warren  Roberts 

Diana  Bacallao 

Mike  Madison 

Ardith  L.  Brown 

Debra  Carlisle 

Sarah  Schanck 

Azaria  Hogans 

Sheryl  Winn 

Christina  Bailey 

Elizabeth  Ediger 

Becca  Muntean 

Heather  Kemp 

Madison  Lindberg 

Paul Futch 

Dr.  Sandra  Gangstead 

Alexandra  Van  Dyck 

Ana  Maria  Lugo 

Joseph  Vives 

Abigail  Castro 

Victoria  Deneroff 

Stephen  Schutter 

Elizabeth  Otwell 

Bryan  Bill 

Suzanne  Pittman 

Miriam  Jordan 

Kimberly  Fowler 

Becca  Balmes 

Liz  Havey 

Brenna  Byrd 

Chloe  Bowman 

Mary  Butker 

Sandra  Trujillo 

Ashley  L.  McCready 

Savanna  Ziegler 

Heather  Kelley 

Stephanie  M.  McClure 

Jordan  Ivy 

Meghan  Wetterhall 

Hailey  Powell 

Zachary  Marshall  Balkcom 

James  McKinney 

Logan  Herren 

Gentry  Keisler 

Elizabeth  Rary 

Jan  Beall 

Callie  Chappell 

Crystal  Pratt 

Kaity  Loper 

Jennifer  Brodgen 

Barbara  Monnett 

Angela  Criscoe 

Kayla  Smith 

Dr.  Lauren  Acker 

Sandra  Worsham 

Alyssa  Couch 

Julia  Hann 

David  Robeson 

Josh  Miller 

Shelby  Light 

Dr.  David  McIntyre 

DeMichael  Winfield 

Ruth  Eilers 

Carter  Shadden 

Dan  Hann 

Kyle  Cullars 

Angelle  Rozier 

Holley  Roberts 

Ryan  Brown 

Emily  Fancher 

Terry  Sellers 

Jennifer  Howard 

GeGee  Guy 

Bri  Neves 

Sara  Buck  Doude 

Casey  Kamin 

Kayla  Miller 

Raynard  Tuft 

Alexis  Haggerty 

Susan  E.  Steele 

Daria  Lipatnikova 

Nancy  Bell 

Greg  Jarvie,Ph.D. 

Jimmy  Wilson 

Kelly  Rickman 

Dr.  John  Lindsay 

Alyssa  Giglia 

Melissa  Thomas 

Meredith  Gordon 

Kate  Marshall 

Kaitlin  Pelech 

Amanda  Morris 

Steven  Jones 

Virginia  King 

Katherine  Goodwill 

Juawn  Jackson 

Rebecca  Gaylor 

Megan  A  Scott 

Bill  Doerr 

Brennan  Robert  Baker  Zito 

Dr.  Tina  Yarborough 

Bianca  Diaz 

Veronica  Banford 

Taylor  Schmit 

Shanquita  Lewis 

John  Webb 

Robin  S.  Lewis 

Eileen  Totter 

Ashley  Miller 

Virginia  King 

ZetaTau  Alpha 

Debbie  Grier 

Sofia  Papa 

Charles  H.  Morgan,  Jr. 

Robin  Glaubman 

Teresa  C.  Davis 

Kendra  Russell 

Shanda  Brand 

Dr.  Dana  Wood 

Katie  Herzer 

Dennis  Brown 

Katie  Simon 

Mark  Watkins 

Emily  Chatlen 

Meredith  Bowden 

Ellis  Anne  Sykes 

Adhyayan  Negandhi 

Brooke  Richards 

JeriTrawick 

Robert  Blumenthal 

Kathy  Waers 

Justina  Everhart 

Sandra  Godwin 

Desaree  Murden 

Casey  McCorvey 

Jan  Nodine 

Anna  Lidzba 

Nicole  Neidert 

Dr.  Kenneth  S.  Saladin 

Joanna  Grissom 

Erin  Weston 

Kirsten  Morris 

Jarris  Lanham 

Katherine  Parry 

Matana  Queen  Williams 

Maia-Joi  Headley 

Dr.  Barbara  Funke 

Ben  Davis 

Chelsie  Buckley 

Louis  Bourne 

Daniel  R.  Simpson 

Rachel  Denney 

Andrea  McCarthy  Gibson 

Jordan  Cater 

Whitley  Grindle 

Joe  Schwartz 

Matt  Roessing 

Dr.  Kimberly  Cossey 

Mike  Hinton 

Tabatha  Knowles 

Valerie  Parrott 

Andrei  Barkovskii 

Matt  Mize 

Chuck  Fahrer 

Dr.  Renee  J.  Fontenot 

Lydia  Threatt 

Allison  Everett 

Joseph  Scott 

Carly  Grayson 

Madeline  McCloskey 

Amy  Whatley 

Grayson  Maxwell 

Ralin  Dowis 

Aanjae  Patterson 

Shelley  Watson 

Brett  Butler 

Abby  Martin 

Derek  Cheek 

Jennifer  Graham 

Chief  Scott  Beckner,  J.D. 

Jim  McManmon 

Cathy  Rojas 

Joy  Mahone 

Grace  Diehl 

Lue  Ann  Gardner 

Courtney  Jones 

Denise  M.  Griffin 

Chadwick  K.z  Wilson 

Amelia  Pelton 

Matthew  Cobb 

Becky  Slack 

Kelsey  Davis 

Samiparna  Samanta 

J'barri  Mar-Shall 

Laverne  Renfroe  Richardson 

Dr.  Sal  lie  Coke 

Ashley  Stinson 

Beverly  Kobbe 

Sarah  Wilson 

Charis  Andrews 

Abby  Swain 

Matt  Davis 

Joe  Samprone 

Kasey  Karen 

Greer  Sims 

Dr  Betta  Borrelli 

Sydney  Chacon 
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GC  Prowlers  club  new  on  campus 


Students  start  first- 
ever  running  club 

Taylor  Roeck 
Contributing  Reporter 

Two  students  are  forming  Geor¬ 
gia  College’s  first  running  club,  The 
GC  Prowlers,  in  an  effort  to  create  a 
community  for  the  sport  they  love. 

Freshman  undeclared  majors 
Nina  Orr  and  Carly  O’Saben  took 
the  initiative  to  create  the  GC 


Prowlers  after  they  discovered  that 
there  was  no  recreational  running 
group  on  campus. 

“We’re  actually  suitemates,  so 
during  the  Week  of  Welcome,  we 
were  walking  around  Centennial 
looking  at  all  the  clubs,  and  we 
thought,  ‘Let’s  go  sign  up  for  the 
running  club.’”  O’Saben  said.  “We 
did  circles,  and  we  found  out  that 
there  wasn’t  one.” 

The  two  suitemates  share  a  pas¬ 
sion  for  running  and  knew  that  GC 
needed  a  group  to  bring  runners  to¬ 
gether.  They  began  discussing  ideas 
with  one  of  their  roommates. 


Check  out  the  Q&A  with 
the  GC  Prowlers’  faculty 
adviser  and  past  Olympic 
competitor  on  page  14 

“We  were  sitting  in  our  dorm, 
talking,  and  then  we  decided  that  we 
should  start  it,”  Orr  said.  “This  was 
last  semester,  but  this  semester  we 
decided  that  we  should  do  it.” 

They  worked  with  Larbi  Ou- 
kada,  department  chair  of  modern 
languages  and  cultures,  to  create  the 
club. 

There  is  already  an  OrgSync  page 


for  the  GC  Prowlers,  and  a  website 
and  Facebook  page  will  be  created 
soon,  where  members  will  be  able 
to  join  an  email  list.  Through  the 
website,  new  members  will  be  able 
to  indicate  what  races  they  want  to 
train  for,  how  far  they  want  to  run 
and  what  pace  they  prefer. 

The  first  official  meeting  will  be 
at  Bonner  Park  April  10  at  6  p.m. 
Subsequent  running  sessions  will 
take  place  at  the  Baldwin  County 
Track,  Bartram  Forest  and  West 
Campus.  Orr  and  O’Saben  empha 
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Becky  Slack  /  Staff  Photographer 


Top,  James  Hendershott,  left,  and  Drew  Blankenbecler,  right,  show  off  their  biking  skills.  Above  (center),  club 
members  showcase  their  differing  sportswear.  Above  (left)  From  left  to  right,  Laura  Jerkins,  Alex  Rinaudo  and 
Joanie  Hebert  practice  running  together.  Above  (right)  Anslee  Cannon  lifts  her  specialized  triathlon  bike. 


Students  combine  multiple 
sports  to  make  up  one  club 

Amanda  Morris 
Staff  Reporter 

Swimmers,  bikers  and  runners  make  up  the  Geor¬ 
gia  College  Multisport  Club.  Founded  two  years 
ago  by  MBA  graduate  student  Mark  Schleier  and 
senior  liberal  studies  major  Laura  Jerkins,  the  club 
allows  students  to  train  for  multisport  events  such  as 
triathlons,  duathlons  and  adventure  races  along  with 
the  individual  sports. 

Founders  Schleier  and  Jerkins  merged  their  ini¬ 
tial  triathlon  team  idea  with  the  GC  Cycling  Club, 
which  resulted  in  the  multisport  team. 

The  club  has  since  achieved  the  status  of  being 
an  official  USA  Triathlon  and  USA  Cycling  club, 
which  means  GC  is  a  nationally  recognized  college 
that  offers  an  official  club  for  triathlon  and  cycling 
training,  so  that  students  can  compete  and  represent 
GC  at  the  collegiate  level 

“We’re  essentially  a  running  club,  biking  club, 
swimming  club  and  then  triathlon  club  along  with 
whatever  else  falls  under  that,”  Schleier  said. 

Members  within  the  club  are  available  to  help 
train  and  educate  beginners  so  that  their  personal 
skill  levels  grow,  while  strengthening  the  team  as 
a  whole. 

“One  really  cool  thing  is  that  people  find  our  club 
and  are  initially  just  strong  in  one  area  like  running 
or  cycling,  but  most  of  the  people  that  have  come 
to  the  club  had  no  experience  swimming,”  Jerkins 
said.  “And  since  it’s  a  multisport  club  they  were 
open  to  learning  because  there  were  people  there  to 
teach  them.  So  we’ve  taught  a  lot  of  people  that  had 
no  technique  at  all  when  they  started  and  they’ve 
just  gone  on  to  develop  really  good  swimming  tech¬ 
niques.” 

The  club  is  open  to  anyone  who  has  an  interest 
in  competing,  either  on  the  collegiate  level  or  recre- 
ationally,  in  multisport  events  or  in  any  of  the  sports 
separately,  regardless  of  skill  level. 

Current  president,  Logan  Creekmur,  freshman 
economics  major,  said  “It’s  really  more  of  social 
training;  no  one’s  going  to  kill  themselves  [by  train¬ 
ing  too  extremely].  We’re  trying  to  have  fun  while 
getting  fit.” 

This  notion  is  also  shared  by  the  faculty  advisor 
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Reti  red  at  2  6 

One  of  the  better  running  backs 
in  the  National  Football  League, 
Rashard  Mendenhall  of  the  Arizona 
Cardinals,  has  retired  at  age  26. 

Although  it’s  depressing  to  see 
such  a  talented  player  leave  the 
NFL,  it’s  even  more  heartbreaking 
to  hear  of  his  reasoning  for  leaving. 

Mendenhall  was  the  23  rd  overall 
pick  in  2008  when  he  was  drafted 
by  the  Pittsburgh  Steelers  and  spent 
five  seasons  with  them. 

After  his  career  peaked  in  2010, 
the  running  back  continued  to  press 
on  with  Pittsburgh  for  another  two 
seasons  and  then  signed  with  the 
Cardinals  in  2013,  where,  soon  af¬ 
ter,  he  ended  his  NFL  career. 

The  retirement  was  shocking, 
not  only  due  to  his  young  age,  but 
because  his  career  was  on  the  rise: 
Mendenhall  had  seemed  to  find  his 
niche  with  the  Cardinals  and  his 
performances  were  improving. 

After  going  to  two  super  bowls, 
making  plenty  of  money  and  hav¬ 
ing  a  successful  career,  the  football 
player,  seemingly  in  his  prime,  re¬ 
tired. 


I’m  thrilled  to 
see  a  player 
leave  the  game 
when  it  ceases 
to  be  what  it 
used  to. 


Mendenhall  explains  in  his  blog 
post  on  Huffington  Post,  titled 

“Why  I  Retired  At  26,”  which 
has  been  shared  more  than  34,000 
times  on  Facebook,  why  he  decided 
to  leave. 

“I  actually  didn’t  really  plan  on 
saying  anything  about  my  retire¬ 
ment  at  all,”  Mendenhall  said.  “I 
just  kind  of  wanted  to  disappear.  . . . 
I  was  okay  with  the  idea  of  fading 
to  black.” 

The  ex-NFL  running  back’s  post 
was  solemn  and  dark,  expressing 
his  struggle  to  find  peace  amid  rac¬ 
ism  and  life  in  the  public  eye. 

“Imagine  having  a  job  where 
you’re  always  on  duty  and  can 
never  fully  relax,  or  you  just  may 
drown,”  Mendenhall  wrote.  “Hav¬ 
ing  to  fight  through  waves  and  cur¬ 
rents  of  praise  and  criticism,  but 
mostly  hate.” 

Mendenhall  mourns  what  the 
NFL  has  become:  a  cold  game  of 
stats,  fantasy  points  and  a  game 
based  purely  on  entertainment  in¬ 
stead  of  playing  for  the  sake  of 
football. 

“My  older  brother  coaches  foot¬ 
ball  at  the  high  school  and  youth 
level,”  Mendenhall  said.  “One  day 
he  called  me  and  said,  ‘These  kids 
don’t  want  to  work  hard.  All  they 
wanna  do  is  look  cool,  celebrate 
after  plays  and  get  more  followers 
on  Instagram!’  I  told  him  that  they 
might  actually  have  it  figured  out.” 

Leaving  football  on  the  grounds 
of  a  sense  of  accomplishment, 
searching  for  peace  and  not  seeing 
himself  as  an  entertainer,  Menden¬ 
hall  moves  on  to  pursue  his  inter¬ 
ests  of  dance,  art  and  literature. 

I  commend  Mendenhall  for  his 
thought-out,  written  retirement  ex¬ 
planation,  and  furthermore  for  end¬ 
ing  a  chapter  in  a  clean  break  and 
moving  forward. 

He  is  choosing  to  live  a  full  life. 

Often,  we  find  ourselves  con¬ 
sumed  by  society  and  what  it  push¬ 
es  us  to  do,  instead  of  focusing  on 
why  we  started  in  the  first  place. 

I’m  thrilled  to  see  a  player  leave 
the  game  when  it  ceases  to  be  what 
it  used  to. 
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Upcoming  Games 


Men’s  and  Women’s  Tennis 

Saturday,  March  29  @  GC  v.  Young  Harris, 

11  a.m. 

Baseball 

Saturday,  March  29  @  Carson-Newman,  noon 

Softball 

Saturday,  March  29  @  GC  v.  Armstrong, 

4  p.m. 


Quote  of  the  Week 


‘Our  goal  is  to  build  a 
community  through  the  love  of 
running  because  you  form  bonds 
with  everyone.” 

-Nina  Orr 

Prowlers  co-founder 


Notable  Stat 


2 

The  number  of  collegiate  track 
records  GC’s  modern  languages 
and  cultures  department  chair, 
Larbi  Oukada,  holds  to  date. 
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No.  9  Bobcats  swat  Panthers 

Tuesday's  game  brings  a  17-0  win  for  GC  on  a  blustery  day 


CONSTANTINA  KOKENES  /  SENIOR  PHOTOGRAPHER 


Constantina  Kokenes  The  No.  9  GC  baseball  team  domi- 

Senior  Reporter  nated  the  Panthers  13-4  in  the  first 

game  and  17-0  in  the  second. 

Senior  outfielder  Ryan  Sabalas- 
key  scored  three  runs  and  had  an  RBI 
for  the  Bobcats,  and  senior  outfielder 
fielder  Rob  Hogenkamp  scored  twice. 
Freshman  second  baseman  Brandon 
Benson  had  an  RBI  and  scored  four 
runs  in  the  second  game. 

“Consistency  is  pretty  tough,” 
Brandon  Benson,  freshman  second 


Above  (left)  Freshman  pitcher  Kyle  Ward  launches  the  ball  towards  a  Clark  Atlanta 
batter.  Above  (center)  Senior  infielder  Daniel  Bick  rounds  the  faces  with  a  grin. 
Above  (right)  Sophomore  outfielder  Jake  Sandlin  prepares  to  hit  the  ball  in  the 
Tuesday  game  March  25. The  next  game  is  Saturday,  March  29  at  Carson-Newman. 


A  small,  white  dog  was  one  of 
the  only  fans  for  the  Bobcats  in  their 
games  against  the  Clark  Atlanta  Pan¬ 
thers. 

The  dog’s  owners  huddled  around 
a  heater,  bracing  themselves  against 
the  20-32  mph  wind  at  the  sparsely- 
attended  home  game  on  Tuesday. 


baseman,  said.  “You  got  to  come  out 
here  every  day  and  do  your  best.” 

Four  Bobcats  pitchers  combined  to 
strike  out  13  Panthers  in  the  second 
game. 

The  Panthers  were  substantially 
smaller  in  stature  and  numbers  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  Bobcats. 

“You  just  have  to  come  prepared,” 
Carty  said.  “When  you  know  you 
have  talent,  you  hope  it  shows  at  the 
end  of  the  day.” 


Q&A  with  past  Olympian 

GC  Prowlers'  adviser ;  record  holder  discusses  his  career  and  '68  Olympics 


Taylor  Roeck 
Contributing  Writer 

Q&A  with  Georgia  College  modem 
languages  and  cultures  department  chair 
Larbi  Oukada,  who  competed  in  the  1968 
Olympics  in  Mexico  City  as  a  17-y ear-old, 
ana  is  the  academic  advisor  for  the  new 
GC  Prowlers  mnning  club.  Oukada  talks 
about  his  current,  unbeaten  college  record, 
his  passion  for  mnning,  his  take  on  the 
Olympic  Village  and  on  playing  checkers 
with  a  Polish,  Olympic  sprinter. 

colonnade:  In  which  events  did  you 
compete? 

oukada:  I  did  the  3,000-meter  steeple¬ 
chase.  I  was  supposed  to  be  doing  that  and  the 
5,000  meters,  but  it  was  in  the  high  altitude, 
and  it  was  my  first  Olympics.  I  was  only  17 
and  a  half,  so  I  was  very  young.  It  was  just  the 
pleasure  of  participating  in  the  Olympics.  But 
I  didn’t  make  it  to  the  finals.  I  made  it  through 
the  first  heat. 

colonnade:What  place  were  you  in  the 
first  heat  of  the  3000-meter  steeplechase? 

oukada:  I  came  in  eighth.  You  had  to  be  in 
the  top  four  to  move  on. 

colonnade:  This  was  your  only  Olym¬ 
pics? 

oukada:  Yes.  I  was  supposed  to  do  the 
1972  Olympics  in  Munich,  but  there  was  some 
turmoil  and  the  Moroccan  delegation,  among 
many  other  delegations,  had  to  leave.  So  we 
didn’t  participate. 

colonnade:  What  was  the  experience  like 
for  you,  since  you  were  so  young? 

oukada:  The  memory  that  stayed  with  me, 
and  it  is  a  beautiful  memory,  was  to  walk  into 
the  Olympic  Village,  where  10,000  athletes 
from  all  different  parts  of  the  world  were  living 
together.  I  remember  saying  to  myself,  “Wow, 
these  10,000  athletes  can  live  together  in  peace 
and  harmony,  the  world  can  also.”  It  made  me 
very  optimistic  that  one  day  all  of  us  that  share 
this  planet  can  live  in  peace  and  harmony. 

colon  node:  Why  does  this  memory  stand 
out? 


Larbi  Oukada 


oukada:  Because  there  were  racial  ten¬ 
sions.  In  fact,  in  the  ’68  Olympics  there  was 
a  moment  when  two  American  athletes  raised 
their  fists  to  speak  out  against  racism  in  the 
U.S.  But,  again,  within  the  Olympic  Village, 
we  were  really  color  blind.  There  was  also  the 
Cold  War  and  Communism  versus  capitalism. 
In  my  building,  we  were  with  the  Polish  del¬ 
egation  and  at  that  time  they  were  communist 
country.  But  it  was  just  young  people  sharing 
the  love  of  sports. 

colonnade:  Did  you  get  to  meet  anyone 
you  looked  up  to? 

oukada:  With  social  networking  nowa¬ 
days,  I  recently  received  an  email  from  some¬ 
one  in  Poland  who  I  became  friends  with  dur¬ 
ing  the  Olympics.  We  used  to  play  checkers. 
He  was  a  sprinter.  He  even  sent  pictures  that 
we  took  during  the  Olympics. 

colon  node:  When  did  you  find  your  pas¬ 
sion  for  running? 

oukada:  I  am  a  firm  believer  that  life  is  a 
series  of  accidents.  It’s  by  chance  that  I  discov¬ 
ered  running  and  discovered  that  I  was  good 
at  it.  Once  I  was  good  at  it,  I  was  motivated  to 


work  at  it.  The  more  you  work  at  it,  the  bet¬ 
ter  you  get.  I  don’t  think  it  was  something  I 
reflected  on.  It  was  more  accidental.  For  me,  it 
was  a  blessing  because  I  was  able  to  get  a  track 
scholarship  to  come  to  the  U.S.,  compete  and 
go  to  school.  The  other  message  I  would  really 
like  to  send  to  young  people,  to  see  them  more 
engaged  in  athletic  events,  is  that  it  helps  us 
stay  on  track  by  not  over-drinking  and  over¬ 
indulging.  I  think  that’s  another  dividend  that 
athletics  gives  people. 

colonnade:You  received  that  scholarship 
after  the  Olympics?  What  school  did  you  at¬ 
tend  with  your  scholarship? 

oukada: Yes.  It  was  at  a  college  in  Kansas 
called  Fort  Hays  State  University.  They  were 
one  of  the  premier  middle  distance  colleges. 
We  won  a  national  championship  in  cross 
country  in  1969.  When  people  ask  me  what  my 
biggest  achievement  in  life,  I  tell  them  that  I 
still  hold  the  college  record  for  the  5,000m  and 
10,000m  to  this  day  [set  in  1969  and  1970  re¬ 
spectively].  The  university  athletic  department 
has  an  archive  with  the  records  for  the  school. 

colonnade:  What  would  be  your  advice 
for  runners  looking  to  improve  themselves? 

oukada:  One  thing  that  I  learned  in  my 
experience  is  that  human  beings  are  born  to 
run.  Running  is  really  so  natural;  it’s  part  of 
who  we  are.  Any  person  can  run  and  can  im¬ 
prove  their  running  skills.  It’s  something  you 
get  better  at  by  doing  it.  It  starts  where  you 
only  run  ten  minutes,  then  two  weeks  later 
you  run  15,  three  months  down  the  road  it’s 
30  minutes,  and  then  it  becomes  45  minutes.  If 
you  stick  with  it  for  a  year,  then  you  can  easily 
run  for  an  hour.  One  has  to  be  patient,  and  it’s 
really  a  training  in  patience.  Plus,  you  get  to 
run  outside,  and  it’s  nice  to  experience  nature. 
It  has  dividends:  By  exercising  today,  you’re 
doing  something  wonderful  for  your  health  for 
years  to  come. 

colon nade:How  did  you  get  involved 
with  the  GC  Prowlers? 

oukada:  Some  cross  country  runners  sent 
[club  founders  Nina  Orr  and  Carly  O’Saben]  to 
me  and  obviously  running  is  a  huge  part  of  my 
life,  so  I  would  do  anything  to  help  the  club  get 


Competed  in  1968 
Olympics  in  Mexico  City 

1 7  years  old  in  the 
Olympics 

1969  college  record  for 
5,000m  14:20.44 

1970  college  record  for 
10,000m  28:45.64 


5  Used  to  play  checkers 
with  a  Polish  sprinter 
during  Olympics 


going.  I’m  happy  to  do  what  I  can  to  promote  a 
healthy  lifestyle  on  campus. 

colon  node:  Why  do  you  think  a  club  like 
this  is  helpful  for  runners? 

oukada:  One  of  the  reasons  that  we  need 
to  have  a  club  of  this  nature  is,  quite  often,  the 
spirit  is  willing  but  there  is  laziness.  When 
there’s  a  group  of  people  doing  it,  they  encour¬ 
age  each  other. 

colonnade:  How  would  you  like  to  see 
the  club  grow? 

oukada:  I  think  initially,  like  most  run¬ 
ning  clubs,  it’s  a  moral  support  type  of  orga¬ 
nization.  People  that  want  to  exercise  but  get  a 
little  lazy  can  join  a  group  that  helps  everyone. 
Another  part  is  setting  some  goals.  A  college 
club  could  assist  people  in  setting  goals.  Like 
if  someone  wants  to  run  a  half  marathon  two 
years  from  now.  A  club  provides  that  motiva¬ 
tion.  On  the  organizational  side  of  it,  the  of¬ 
ficers  will  come  up  with  some  ideas  and  were 
talking  about  coming  up  with  some  running 
events  once  a  week. 


Availability  is  extremely  limited! 
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Multisport 

Continued  from  page  13... 


of  the  club  and  study  abroad  advisor,  Liz  Havey. 

“It’s  about  getting  more  people  out  and  being  physically  ac¬ 
tive  in  a  fun  and  supportive  environment,”  Havey  said. 

The  club  holds  “mock  triathlons”  before  competitions,  so 
that  inexperienced  members  can  get  a  feel  for  what  to  expect 
during  the  actual  race. 


were  added 
Jan.  14  to 
the  list  of  sports 
included  in  the 

DSsGo 


Triathlons 

Duathlons 

Adventure 

Races 

Swimming 

Biking 

Running 


The  club  also  gives  training 
sessions  that  cover  important 
topics  like  proper  racing  strat¬ 
egies,  bike  maintenance  and 
transitioning  sequences,  from 
swimming  to  biking,  quickly 
and  efficiently. 

Group  members  usually 
share  certain  materials  be¬ 
cause  of  the  high  cost  of  the 
equipment,  like  the  special 
type  of  bike  needed  to  com¬ 
pete  in  both  street  and  moun¬ 
tain  biking  races. 

The  club  uses  its  Facebook 
group  as  well  as  its  website, 
multisport.gcsu.edu,  to  orga¬ 
nize  an  official  training  sched¬ 
ule.  As  the  weather  continues 
to  get  warmer,  the  club  will 
create  an  official  schedule  for 
this  semester. 

Group  training  sessions 
take  place  on  West  Campus  as 
well  as  surrounding  areas  in 
Milledgeville. 

If  members  are  unable 
to  make  the  official  training 
times,  they  have  the  option  to 
simply  post  on  the  Facebook 
group  that  they  are  going  out 
for  a  run,  swim  or  bike  ride 
and  the  invitation  is  open  for 
anyone  to  join  them. 

Outside  of  the  athletic  na¬ 
ture  of  the  club,  there  are  also 
various  other  goals  that  the 
club  strives  to  achieve. 


“We  also  wanted  to  make 
it  a  healthy-mindset  club  so 
that  we  could  catch  freshmen 
and  sophomores  early  on  in 
college  and  show  them  other 
ways  to  enjoy  their  college  ex¬ 
perience  besides  just  partying 
and  all  that,”  Schleier  said. 

One  of  these  ways  includes 
environmental  stewardship, 
like  biking  or  walking  to 
class,  and  primarily  finding 
more  environmentally  friend¬ 
ly  ways  of  transportation.  The 
group  also  cleans  up  nature 
trails  and  the  trails  they  train 
on. 

Another  aspect  would  be 
the  bonds  that  are  built  and 
connections  established  by 
working  within  a  small  group 
like  this  club. 

“As  much  as  competition 
is  part  of  the  focus,  it’s  re¬ 
ally  about  camaraderie  and 
developing  relationships  with 
other  people  who  may  or  may 
not  even  think  of  themselves 
necessarily  as  athletes  but  are 
interesting  in  being  physical¬ 
ly  active  in  their  day-to-day 
while  creating  a  network,  so 
you  don’t  have  to  do  this  on 
your  own,”  Havey  said. 

The  next  big  race  the  club 
will  participate  in  is  the  Early 
Bird  Sprint  Triathlon  in  Ath-  Drew  Blankenbecler  smiles  after  landing  a  jump  at  the  Greenway, 
ens  April  13.  showing  off  his  biking  skills  as  a  member  of  the  multisport  club. 


Becky  Slack  /  Staff  Photographer 


Prowlers 
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sized  that  participants  are  welcome  to  go  at 
their  own  pace  at  each  meeting. 

“One  of  our  executive  members  will  prob¬ 
ably  start  a  walking  group,”  Orr  said.  “Then 
[O’Saben]  will  probably  take  distance  people, 
and  I’ll  take  shorter  distance  people.  Just  de¬ 
pending  on  what  people  want  to  do.” 

Eventually,  the  club  hopes  to  participate  in 
local  fun  runs  and  5Ks.  It  may  also  compete 
with  other  collegiate  running  clubs. 

“Georgia  Southern  started  a  running  club, 
too,  maybe  two  or  three  years  ago,”  Orr  said. 
“They  said  to  call  them  if  we  want  to  do  stuff 
together.  Like  a  duo  or  mock  meet.” 

As  the  faculty  advisor  for  the  Prowlers,  Ou- 
kada  is  enthusiastic  about  such  a  group  being 
started  at  GC.  A  former  Olympic  runner,  Ou- 
kada  has  high  hopes  for  the  benefits  the  club 
can  offer  students. 


“One  of  the  reasons  that  we 
need  to  have  a  club  of  this 
nature  is  because  quite  often 
the  spirit  is  willing  but  there 
is  laziness. When  there  is  a 
group  of  people  doing  it,  they 
encourage  one  another  to 
run.” 

Larbi  Oukada 
Prowlers  adviser 


“One  of  the  reasons  that  we  need  to  have  a 
club  of  this  nature  is  because  quite  often  the 
spirit  is  willing  but  there  is  laziness,”  Oukada 
said.  “When  there  is  a  group  of  people  doing  it, 


they  encourage  one  another  to  run.” 

Both  O’Saben  and  Orr  are  experienced  run¬ 
ners,  having  competed  for  years.  O’Saben  ran 
club  cross  country  in  middle  school,  and  then 
continued  with  both  track  and  cross  country 
for  four  years  in  high  school.  Orr  competed  in 
volleyball  for  two  years,  in  addition  to  track. 
She  also  ran  with  the  cross  country  team  in  the 
summer.  She  ran  her  first  half-marathon  in  No¬ 
vember. 

The  founders  speak  passionately  about  the 
benefits  running  offers.  They  emphasize  the 
wonderful  friends  they  have  made  and  the  con¬ 
fidence  running  has  given  them. 

“I  like  it  because  it’s  a  great  way  to  set  a 
goal  in  a  short  amount  of  time,”  O’Saben  said. 
“That’s  why  I  liked  track  so  much,  because 
. . .  every  week  I  would  have  a  different  goal. 
Usually,  I  would  meet  it,  and  that  builds  your 
confidence.  Like,  if  I  can  accomplish  this  goal, 
I  can  ace  this  test.” 

Eventually,  they  would  like  to  see  the  club 
grow  and  turn  into  a  club  running  team  with  a 
varsity  squad.  For  now,  though,  the  focus  is  on 
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bringing  runners  together. 

“Our  goal  is  to  build  a  community  through 
the  love  of  running  because  you  form  bonds 
with  everyone.”  Orr  said. 
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